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Abstract

Research in the field of language and gender is one of the new studies in social
linguistics that was conducted as a result of feminists' efforts to balance the social status
of men and women; Linguists and researchers in the field of speech differences
between men and women have provided statistics that are relatively stable in various
fields. Addressing these differences in the verbal behavior of men and women leads to
awareness and ultimately the cultural promotion of society in the desired direction of
human relations. The advantage of this research is equally understandable in literary
works, because written works, especially novels, in addition to the ability to study
language and gender as a cultural feature of the author, can be effective in recognizing
the gender attitude of a community in a specific time and place. On this basis, examine
the distinction between the language of the author and the characters in historical
periods and cultural dimensions, as a reality of human-social life. The present study
evaluates the author of the novel " Deraznaye shab " in the use of gender language and
specifically looks at the lexical differences between men and women ;Based on the
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data of linguists and researchers in this field, about some of the lexical differences
between men and women, such as the use of oath, colour terms, swearings, emotional
traits and words, hedges, and intensifiers. Then, the items related to each component
were extracted from the whole novel and finally analyzed according to social variables
such as age, social class and situational context. The results of this study indicate that
the author used emotional traits and words, hedges and intensifiers in accordance with
the findings of linguists, While the diversity of colour terms was assessed as weak from
a linguistic and gender perspective. In addition, a small but significant statistical
difference shows that Jamal Mirsadeghi, despite the opinion of linguists,in the
language of women has used more oaths and swearings than men.

Keywords: Gender Language; VVocabulary differences; Deraznaye shab novel; Jamal
Mirsadeghi.

A Study of Vocabulary Differences between Men and Women
in the novel ""Long Night" by Jamal Mirsadeghi

Detailed abstract:

The study of language and gender represents a significant
contemporary dimension within the field of sociolinguistics, emerging from
feminist movements aimed at redressing the imbalance of social status between
genders. By examining the differential verbal behaviors exhibited by men and
women, this research fosters a heightened awareness of these disparities,
thereby contributing to the cultural enhancement of society and promoting more
equitable human interactions.

Literary works, particularly novels, serve as valuable artifacts for
analyzing the interplay of language and gender as cultural constructs reflective
of the author's context. Such examinations enable scholars to discern the
prevailing gender attitudes of a society within specific temporal and spatial
frameworks. Consequently, this approach facilitates a nuanced understanding
of both the author's linguistic choices and the characterization within their
narratives, allowing for a richer interpretation of historical periods and cultural
dimensions, as the reality of social life.

This study conducts a comprehensive evaluation of the linguistic
performance of the author of the novel Drazanai Shab with regard to the
utilization of gendered language, employing a descriptive analytical
methodology. It particularly focuses on the lexical distinctions that characterize
male and female speech. The research synthesizes data gathered from linguists



Yot j; L‘&f:@ JL«.)?JS\ ((g.ﬁ.fu étv'b:)) ijjb Q‘ch_g\)\})' 5;3\5/3‘3 JL&Q}&

and scholars concerning notable lexical variances between genders, including
the use of profanity, color terminology, adjectives, emotional lexicon,
modifiers, and intensifiers. Subsequently, relevant items pertaining to each of
these components were meticulously extracted from the novel and analyzed in
relation to social variables and situational contexts.

"Long Night" marks the inaugural literary endeavor of Seyed Hossein
Mirsadeghi, who is more commonly recognized by his pen name, Jamal
Mirsadeghi. He was born on the Y 4th of May, Y4YY, in Tehran. This volume
holds significant scholarly value as it adeptly addresses the intergenerational
divide, elucidating the tension between tradition and modernity. Within its
narrative, Mirsadeghi meticulously portrays the customs and social mores
characteristic of traditional petty bourgeois life. The younger members of this
class, who had once firmly upheld religious customs shaped by the stringent
norms and biases of their society, find themselves confronted with alternative
cultural paradigms. In this moment of encounter, they grapple with uncertainty
in asserting their inherited values, ultimately embarking on a precipitate journey
toward a new and, perhaps, illusory reality.

In this study, to ensure the precision of the statistical data derived from
the novel Daraznai Shab, the presented percentages have been contextualized
with respect to the conversational contributions of each gender. Initially, the
total volume of dialogues exchanged between male and female characters
throughout the narrative was meticulously quantified. Subsequently, having
established the proportional representation of male and female conversations,
percentage calculations were performed concerning specific vocabulary
components of interest.

Table Y: Contribution of women and men's conversations in the novel
Drazna Shab

gender Share of the | Conversation
conversation share percentage
woman tYo Yo/v
man YYYR \EFAN
Table ¥: Swear words in the language of women and men in the novel
gender number percentage
woman A V/AA




man VY NEYY

An analysis of the statistical percentages presented in Table Y reveals that the
distribution of profane language in the novel Daraznai Shab does not conform
to traditional gender linguistic expectations. While it was anticipated that
swearing would predominantly feature in male discourse, the findings indicate
a slightly greater prevalence of such language in female dialogue.

Table ¥: Color words in the language of women and men in the novel

gender number percentage
woman ' .
man v VAR

Table ¥ reveals a notable absence of color-related terminology in women's
discourse. Furthermore, the vocabulary employed by men appears to be
employed implicitly. This statistic suggests that Mirsadeghi has made
significant strides in integrating color into the characterization within the
narrative, which challenges prevailing views among linguists. The author
judiciously incorporates color elements in the text, employing them solely when
deemed essential to the narrative.

Table ¢: Profanity in the language of women and men in the novel
Drazmai Shab

gender number percentage
woman o VY
man Y Y/VY

Table ¢ illustrates a discernible divergence in the usage of profane language
between men and women. The author effectively elucidates this disparity,
aligning it with the perspectives of linguists in a manner that is manifestly
evident within the narrative. A significant contributing factor to this congruence
is the realistic style characteristic of Mir Sadeghi's stories. His commitment to
authenticity in this regard ensures that the linguistic expressions of the
characters resonate harmoniously with the complexities of the real world.
Table ¢: Non-profane words in the language of women and men in the
novel

gender number percentage
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woman v AYA

man oA §/VY

Table © illustrates a notable trend: women have outpaced men in their utilization
of non-profane language. This phenomenon is not solely influenced by age but
is also shaped by the situational context in which gendered linguistic elements
operate. The occurrence of non-profane language among women is primarily
observed within two demographic clusters: notably, teenage girls and a specific
demographic represented by Kamal's mother. This latter group, characterized
by their domestic role as a home-dweller rather than a housewife, offers a
perspective that remains largely confined to the broader experiences of women
in communal and familial settings.

Table %: Emotional attributes and words in the language of men and
women in the novel Daraznai Shab

gender number percentage
woman Y4 T/AY
man Yo Y/ ¥

The findings presented in Table T unequivocally align with established
linguistic research regarding the differential use of emotional language by
gender. It is evident that the prevalence of emotional attributes and words
employed by female characters is considerably higher than that utilized by their
male counterparts. The novel adeptly incorporates gender-specific emotional
lexicon in a manner that is both appropriate and reflective of contemporary
discourse. Notably, the use of emotional adjectives in male characters’ dialogue
is frequently associated with youthful expression, which the author illustrates
through three distinct mechanisms: the deployment of emphatic adjectives to
convey profound internal sentiments, the inclusion of neutral emotional
descriptors, and the strategic use of feminine emotional adjectives, either to
deride or influence female characters.

Table V: Modifiers in the language of men and women in the novel Draznai
Shab



gender number percentage
woman v Y/+o
man Yv Y/Y.

The data presented in Table Vv indicates that the author has adhered to
sociolinguistic principles by employing a greater frequency of modifiers in
women's speech. Notably, the prevalence of modifiers within women's
language is particularly striking. Although women contribute less frequently to
conversations overall, the proportion of modifiers utilized in their discourse is
approximately three times greater than that found in men's language.

Table A: Intensifiers in the language of men and women in the novel
Draznai Shab

gender number percentage
woman YV ¥i/0A
man Yva YY/0)

In Table A, it is clear that despite the high number of intensifiers in men's
language, women have used a higher percentage of intensifiers in their
conversations. In fact, it is the women who use more intensifiers, and if the
conversation in the novel was distributed equally, perhaps a higher number of
intensifiers would be found in their language.
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