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Abstract

The basis of concept of mysticism is based on the knowledge of the truth and
the realization of peace and happiness of human beings, but the fact is that in
practice, multiple, different and sometimes conflicting interpretations of this
concept have been made, which has led to the formation of various forms such
as religious mysticism (with different sub-branches) and New mysticisms have
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emerged, each emphasizing and focusing on different aspects of mysticism. The
important issue is that in Islamic mysticism, the concept of god-centeredness
and the approaches of humans' closeness to God are the basis, while in the
emerging mysticisms, based on postmodern principles, humans are placed in
the center. This study aims to compare the position of God and humans in two
schools of Islamic and emerging mysticism with an emphasis on the works of
Rumi and Paulo Coelho. The main question of the current research is: "What is
the position of God and man in the works of Rumi and Paulo Coelho?" The
findings of the research using the analytical descriptive method and library
resources showed that in Rumi's works as a representative of Islamic mysticism,
God is the centrality and basis of mysticism and the acquisition of knowledge
and reaching the truth, but in the works of Paulo Coelho, as a representative of
emerging mysticism, man is the basis and centrality of mysticism. This issue
can be investigated based on the application of the four concepts of Sharia-
oriented versus Sharia-averse, spiritual love versus material love, Christianity
versus reincarnation, and rationalism versus anti-rationalism.

Keywords: Islamic mysticism, Emerging mysticism, Rumi, Paulo Coelho,
God, Human.

Detailed diagram

V. Introduction

The concept of mysticism in its first and most basic meaning implies the
concept of "knowledge and understanding” and in the term refers to a
specific perception through which a person achieves with an emphasis on
overcoming sensual issues. Therefore, focusing on and overcoming the
inner self and achieving truth (not through reason and experience) is
considered the first issue emphasized by mysticism. This concept exists in
almost all schools of thought and religion, including Judaism, Christianity,
Islam, Buddhism, Stoics, Mithraism, Zoroastrianism, Neoplatonism and
even American Indians, but the type of understanding, approaches and
strategies for achieving mysticism among the aforementioned schools
naturally have many substantive differences from each other. For example,
in traditional mysticism, the basis, basis and ultimate goal of mysticism is a
specific issue, but in Buddhist mysticism, the basis, basis and ultimate goal
of mysticism is the realization or achievement of another specific goal.
Also, in the present era, due to the extensive criticisms that have been made
of the ideological and pragmatic foundations of religious schools, the view
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and reading of traditional mysticism, which is God-centered, God-
believing, and God-end, has been abandoned and instead focuses on
humanity and human tendencies and the effort to achieve human peace with
an emphasis on material desires. Accordingly, the present study has focused
its efforts on examining the works of Maulana Jalaluddin Muhammad
Balkhi with an emphasis on his Masnavi as a representative of Islamic
mysticism and the works of Paulo Coelho as a postmodern writer and a
representative of emerging mysticism. Therefore, the main goal of the
authors in the present study is to provide a reasoned and convincing answer
to the question: "What is the position of God and man in the works of Rumi
and Paulo Coelho?"

Y. Method

This study, using a descriptive-analytical method, attempts to investigate
the main objective, namely, a comparative study of the position of God and
man in Islamic mysticism and emerging mysticisms, relying on the works
of Rumi and Paulo Coelho. Accordingly, the data collection method is
library studies and upstream documents, which were finally examined using
an analytical and deductive data method.

¥. Findings
In the present study, Rumi is considered a representative of Islamic mysticism
and Paulo Coelho is considered a representative of emerging mysticism in order
to present a comprehensive analysis of the position of God and man in these
two mystical schools. The findings of the study showed that God in Rumi's
thought is a powerful, wise, omnipotent, supremely good, and infinite God who
creates all elements of creation in a precise order and with a specific purpose
and manages it with prudence and wisdom, and always shows His mercy and
grace to all His creatures. However, God in Coelho's mystical thought is a God
who is wrong-doing, cruel, unwise, and without a plan. Therefore, from
Coelho's point of view, God is not only not considered the agent of absolute
goodness and the only source of wisdom, but also has sometimes become the
cause of suffering and destruction of many humans with His great and
unforgivable mistakes. Regarding the issue of Sharia, Rumi considered religion
and Sharia as a beacon for the salvation of mankind, but of course, verbal
declaration of adherence and commitment to Sharia was not enough, but it must
be manifested in human actions and behavior. Therefore, Sharia was a
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comprehensive way to perform religious duties and rituals so that people could
abandon vices such as lust, following the self, and corruption and achieve
salvation and happiness. Coelho's view on Sharia is completely individualistic
and based on individual benefit and pleasure. In fact, Coelho believes that
Sharia does not allow for any restrictions or excuses, but happiness can be
achieved even with lust, immoral relationships, poetry, and wine. Therefore, the
Sharia he is considering is not subject to any moral or religious rules. Another
important issue is examining the concept of love in Rumi's and Coelho's
thought. Both mystics give a very high status to love. In Rumi's view, love is a
divine basis and a way to achieve a true and spiritual beloved, but the love
considered by Coelho is completely materialistic, based on the passion and joy
of the pleasures of human worldly life. In fact, the love considered by Rumi is
the main factor in liberating humans from whims and desires and the main
factor in ending the separation between lover and beloved, but the love
considered by Coelho is based on any factor and tool that can create passion,
joy and happiness in individuals, whether this tool is moral or immoral; divine
or demonic. The fifth issue discussed and applied in Rumi and Coelho's thought
is the issue of resurrection. Accordingly, Rumi, while having a heartfelt and
firm faith in the issue of resurrection, believes that death and resurrection of
humans will be fully realized based on rational foundations and religious and
Quranic traditions. Therefore, death is not only not the end of human life, but
with the occurrence of resurrection and resurrection of humans, the connection
and encounter with the true and realized beloved and true salvation will take
place. Despite being a Christian, Coelho does not believe in resurrection and is
a supporter of the idea of reincarnation and believes that humans will return to
life after death and nonexistence in another human form. Finally, regarding the
issue of rationalism, at first glance, Rumi may be considered an enemy of
rationalism, but the reality is that Rumi is an enemy of partial reason and a
serious supporter of universal reason. A reason that, in his opinion, deals with
the nature of things and affairs and is accompanied by certainty and peace of
mind. However, Coelho is a serious critic of any kind of reason, thought, and
rationality and has focused all his attention and emphasis on love, intuition, and
the human heart. Coelho refers to love as a supreme gift and believes that the
human heart is the most appropriate and best guide to happiness, so one should
follow it and listen to its call. Therefore, in the face of love and the call of the
heart, reason and reasoning have no basis or validity in Coelho's mystical
thought.
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¢, Conclusion

Due to the close connection between mysticism and literature, Islamic
mystics considered literary language, especially poetry, as a suitable
medium for expressing their thoughts, and for this reason, the poet's Divan
of Mystics can be considered one of the most valuable mystical sources.
This issue has been especially prominently crystallized in the works of
Rumi. On the other hand, today, the works of Paulo Coelho, who is ranked
among the emerging mystics, are mostly novels and have a large number of
readers for whom understanding the principles of his thoughts is very
important, and awareness of these principles is the best criticism of such
emerging mystics. Therefore, after examining the principles of theology and
anthropology in his works, in the discussion of theology, his views on the
knowledge of God, His attributes and worship, and in the subject of
anthropology, the position of man in creation, his duty in the world and the
knowledge of his essence should be addressed.

Keywords: Islamic mysticism, Emerging mysticism, Rumi, Paulo Coelho,
God, Human.
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