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Title: A Study of Different Aspects of Seductive Trait in the
Characterization of women of Shahnameh

Abstract:

The women of Shahnameh exhibit diverse character traits,
ranging from patient and loyal mothers to beautiful women
possessing qualities such as bravery, strength, modesty, and
more. At times, these women play the roles of seductive and
enchanting lovers with magical beauty, influencing the destinies
of men. Ferdowsi meticulously reflects all dimensions of female
characters in his epic. The seductiveness and enchantment of
Shahnameh's women manifest in various ways, yielding both
positive and negative outcomes in the stories. This research aims
to examine and study the different dimensions of seductive traits
in selected women from Shahnameh and compare them with each
other. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach,
collecting information through documentary sources. Sample
selection is purposeful, focusing on four chosen women —
Soudabeh, Gordafarid, Shirin, and Roshanak - whose
characterizations distinctly exhibit seductive traits. Through
careful examination, one can discern the various aspects of
seductive traits and their positive and negative consequences in
the personalities of these selected women. Soudabeh's
seductiveness leans towards ambitious desires and power-
seeking, leading to destruction. Gordafarid's trait is directed
towards defending her position, safeguarding Iran's soil, and
preventing intrusion. In Shirin, seduction aligns with the pursuit
of love and power, while in Roshanak, it arises from protecting
authority, culture, and the civilization of Iran.

Detailed Abstract:

The women of the Shahnameh possess diverse character traits.
Sometimes they are portrayed as patient, loyal, and wise mothers,
while at other times, they are depicted as beautiful women
endowed with qualities such as bravery, strength, modesty, and
chastity. In certain instances, these women are seductive lovers



with magical beauty. The women of the Shahnameh significantly
influence the fate of men. Their actions, behavior, and goals affect
the overall atmosphere of the Shahnameh and the destiny of its
characters. Ferdowsi has carefully endeavored to reflect all
dimensions of female characters in his work, and the seductive
nature of women manifests in various forms in the Shahnameh.
This article intends to explore how a single trait in the women of
the Shahnameh is expressed in different narrative contexts and
leads to various outcomes. Some women in the Shahnameh use
their seductive power solely to attain status and power, although
this trait is also present in them to fulfill physical desires. Other
women use their bravery and seductive qualities to prevent hostile
enemies from invading Iran, driven by their thoughts of
preserving Iran's sovereignty and dignity. As is evident, this
research aims to examine the different aspects of the seductive
trait in selected women from the Shahnameh and compare them.
The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the data
collection method is based on documentary sources. The selection
of samples has been done purposefully. The study and analysis of
the different aspects of the characters of the heroes in the
Shahnameh pave the way for a deeper understanding of the
Shahnameh and, consequently, Iranian culture. The necessity of
this research lies in exploring Ferdowsi’s perspective on women
and their varying personalities, as well as how a single trait in
Persian literature can create different dimensions and spaces.
Among the women of the Shahnameh, four have been selected in
this study whose characters are distinctly marked by the trait of
seduction: Sudabeh, Gordafarid, Shirin, and Roshanak. Through
careful analysis of these selected women’s personalities, one can
discern the different aspects of the seductive trait and its positive
and negative outcomes. Sudabeh, the daughter of the King of
Hamavaran, is an extremely beautiful and enchanting woman
who is skilled in the arts of seduction. The first aspect of her
seductive nature is aimed at winning the heart of King Kavus,
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which advances the story. Later, her actions strongly resemble
Jahika, a demoness from the Avesta, as she becomes infatuated
with the beauty of Siyavash. She uses seduction to fulfill her
physical desires and to maintain her power and status in the royal
hierarchy, where after Kavus, the kingship would pass to her son
Siyavash. She intends to remain the king’s wife, whether the king
is Kavus or Siyavash. However, Siyavash, with his pure nature,
resists Sudabeh’s advances, leading to her failure. Ultimately, this
trait, which is prominently displayed in Sudabeh, results in
Siyavash’s tragic death and her downfall. In Sudabeh’s character,
seduction takes on a completely negative dimension, progressing
in a way that serves her sensual and power-seeking tendencies,
leading to destruction and ruin. In Gordafarid, this trait is used to
defend her position, Dej-e Sepid, and prevent an invasion of Iran.
Gordafarid is introduced in the Shahnameh as a brave warrior
woman. She solely intends to battle Sohrab in the desert to
prevent his attack on Iran. However, when she realizes that she
cannot continue fighting Sohrab, she resorts to trickery and
ultimately seduction. She suddenly removes her helmet, revealing
her beauty, and captures Sohrab’s heart. She lures him near Dej-
e Sepid, enters the fortress, and closes the door behind her,
thereby preventing Sohrab from invading Iranian soil. In
Gordafarid’s case, seduction has a positive dimension, and the
outcome is protecting and preserving Iran’s territorial integrity.
In Shirin, one of the famous women of the Shahnameh, the
seductive trait is explicitly followed. She is a deeply sensual
woman who is the main lover of Khosrow Parviz. After
Khosrow’s death, she magically demonstrates her beauty at
Kavad court to prove her purity and dignity, softening Kavad’s
heart and saving her life. Shirin uses seduction to maintain her
power in the royal court and to achieve love. She seeks both
power and Khosrow’s love and, after his death, continues to use
this trait to preserve her status and power. In Shirin’s case,
seduction does not have a negative dimension, although she

Yy



becomes jealous in her pursuit of Khosrow’s love, leading her to
kill Maryam, Khosrow’s wife, and Kavad ’s mother. In Roshanak,
an Iranian princess, the seductive trait emerges to protect Iran’s
authority, culture, and civilization. She is so beautiful and
dignified that Alexander falls in love with her at first sight.
Roshanak, like the other seductive women of the Shahnameh,
utilizes this trait at a critical point in the story, dancing at
Alexander’s court at the height of beauty and grace, using
seduction intertwined with dignity. In Roshanak’s case, seduction
leads to the preservation of the authority of an Iranian princess
and Iran itself. She stands as a prominent symbol of Iranian
authority and heritage, and in her case, seduction takes on a
wholly positive dimension, leading to favorable outcomes.

Keywords: Woman, Character, Seduction, Shahnameh
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