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Abstract

The purpose of the current research is to express the dualism of culture and
nature in two works of Virginia Woolf (1942-1882), Mrs. Dalloway and
Orlando. Woolf attempts to prove that dualism in Western culture and the
creation of dual pairs such as: human/nature, man/woman, and culture/nature
leads to the destruction of nature, natural resources and the environment. She
believes that if culture does not interact with nature, it is certainly seeking the
destruction of nature. The current research uses the interdisciplinary method of
ecocriticism based on the opinions of Val Plumwood (1939-2008) derived from
Cartesian philosophy in relation to dualism in order to analyze the two
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mentioned novels. In Mrs. Dalloway, Woolf questions the new era and its
products that pollute nature and weaken it, such as the airplane and the car,
which are the result of technological progress and the elevation of human
culture. Also, in Orlando, it shows the conflict between culture and nature in
such a way that Orlando, the main character of the story, openly describes
London in the 16th century when human culture had not dominated it and its
nature remained pristine and untouched, and in contrast to London in the 16th
century, the 19th century indicates that it has gone out of its pristine state due
to the interference of human culture. Therefore, by proposing the problem of
duality and opposition between culture and nature, Woolf shows the destruction
of nature and environment through his novels Mrs. Dalloway and Orlando.
Keywords: Culture, Nature, Dualism, Environment, Ecocriticism.

Extended Abstract

V. Introduction

This study focuses on the dualism of culture and nature in Virginia Woolf's two
works; Mrs. Dalloway and Orlando: A Biography through the eco-critical
views of Plumwood concerning dualistic opinions like human/nature,
man/woman/ and culture/nature. Woolf was enthusiastic about nature and
revealed her interest in the natural environment and nature by spending most of
her life in the countryside of London. Woolf knew that the world was
encompassed and surrounded by some disasters like bombarding resulted from
the First World War and also the Second World War that ruined not only the
urban life but also the countryside life. This study tends to dismantle the binary
oppositions of human/nature and culture/nature to provide care and respect for
nature. When humans have distanced themselves mentally and physically from
nature, the clash between nature and culture has risen. The clash of culture and
nature has happened after 17" century and its peak has been in modern and post-
modern times. Woolf supposes that in modern period, in the twentieth century,
the Great War has been the vital factor of destruction and deterioration of
nature; in fact, the dualism is emphasized more in the modern age although it
was rumored in modernity. Woolf in these two novels tries to revive nature
ignored by humans who create the clash between culture and nature by
overlooking and destroying nature.

Y. Methods



Ecological knowledge is necessary to the production of cultures in order to
sustain and protect the environment, ecosystems, and natural world. The
ecological studies, arising from ecological science, can be related to the literary
studies, cultural studies, the sciences of sociology, post-colonial eco-critical
studies, and historical studies. That is, literature and literary criticism are linked
with ecology in terms of cultural, social, political, and historical studies.
Ecocriticism implies that literature and literary criticism are not separated from
some sciences like ecological science. The method of this article is ecocriticism
that relates literature to environment and nature. Ecocriticism creates an
ecological view or outlook by which the ethical systems are established so that
people respect the dignity of the natural world. Ecocriticism or 'Nature Writing'
has been an established genre within literary studies. Val Plumwood's theory of
dualism stems from the Western traditions of thought. The dualistic view
appeared to be on behalf of humans to put them in the center compared to
nature. It is related to the Cartesian thought that humans are entitled to moral
consideration due to the mental power and also the other entities do not matter
because they do not have any mental ability. Plumwood wrestles with dualism,
so that she challenges the concept of domination in the West. Plumwood relies
on the unity and interaction of culture and nature to create a secure natural
environment.

¥. Findings
Woolf in Mrs. Dalloway and Orlando discusses the controversial issue of the
duality of culture and nature. In Mrs. Dalloway, by depicting planes and cars
and the smoke from their fuel, Woolf points out that the more people improve
in technology and culture, the more they stay away from nature and become
alienated from it. When Elizabeth Dalloway, Mrs. Dalloway’s daughter, boards
the vehicles to go out of London to spend time with her father, Woolf satirizes
the destruction of the environment and nature by the development of public
transportation. Woolf, who experienced both World Wars, arrived at this
conclusion that nature had been destroyed by human culture and by the
development of war tools such as bombers. For example, the plane in Mrs.
Dalloway is a symbol of war and destruction of nature and environment, and
this itself has caused an increasing gap between culture and nature.

In Orlando, just like Mrs. Dalloway, it is debatable that humans use
culture as a destructive weapon to destroy nature as much as possible.
Sometimes trees with all their leaves are burned to create heat, which is the
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superiority of human culture over nature. Even when Woolf describes London
in two different periods, the 16th and 19th centuries, the dominance of human
culture over nature is apparent in the city of London. London in the Elizabethan
era, for instance, the 16th century, was pristine and untouched, and in the 19th
century or at the beginning of the 20th century, it is completely ruined and far
from the natural atmosphere of the past few centuries. Woolf challenges the
human culture that has nothing but crowding, congestion and pollution, in
Orlando, Woolf seeks to prove that if culture contributes to nature, nature looks
more beautiful and secure. Conversely, if culture destroys nature, the distance
between them will increase. Human culture affects nature and the natural
environment, and it is culture that even has capacity to destroy nature. The
connection between culture and nature is sometimes damaged by humans, and
unfortunately the elements of nature undergo extensive destructive changes that
even endanger human lives.

¢, Discussion and Conclusion

The contrast between culture and nature leads to dualism when human culture
destroys nature. This duality of culture/nature is getting closer to reality. This
study shows the duality of culture and nature in Virginia Woolf's novels; Mrs.
Dalloway and Orlando. In both novels, Woolf has challenged this opposition
and duality. She draws her reader's attention toward the dualism of
culture/nature in order to show the importance of nature and environment in
human life. In order to achieve their goal, which is to prove this opposition and
duality in the mentioned Woolf’s stories, the authors of this research have
employed the views of Val Plumwood as an eco-critic. Plumwood believes that
Western philosophy has proposed this opposition and dualism of culture/nature
and since then, many writers such as Woolf has made great efforts to refute this
dualism. Therefore, the present research finally concludes that Woolf highlights
the interaction of culture and nature, not their opposition and duality, although
she challenges this dichotomy of culture and nature to invite her readers to mull
over the effects of this duality which are so devastating to nature.
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