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Abstract

Archetypes are common literary ideas that are rooted in the subconscious
mind of mankind and cause the connection of the psychological layers of
different texts, regardless of the time and place of their origin. Using the
psychoanalytic perspective of Carl Gustav Jung in an analytical-descriptive
way, the present study reviews the types of archetypes in the two novels Atash
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without smoke by Nader Ebrahimi and Time to migrate to the north by
Tayyab Saleh. The findings of the research indicate the existence of ten
common archetypes in the same application in both texts; The authors of these
texts have used various types of archetypes related to natural phenomena such
as tree and sea archetypes to process the text; Also, roles such as mother,
father, and child are used in their archetypal concepts in two novels, Atash
without smoke and Time to migrate to the north. In the development of the
first character in both novels, there are signs of archetypes such as the myth of
the hero, shadow, mask, anima, and travel; The result is that the two novels
Atash without smoke and Time to migrate to the north have a unified spirit
and include the ancient literary heritage and were written based on a common
set of archetypes.

Keywords: Comparative literature, archetype, Nader Ebrahimi, Atash without
smoke, Tayyeb Saleh, Time to migrate to the north

Introduction

One of the modern approaches in literary criticism and comparative studies is
the utilization of psychological research findings. Delving into the
psychological layers of a text enables literary critics to uncover the dominant
psychological markers within various works and conduct a psychological
critique. A comprehensive and thorough analysis of a literary work is only
possible by considering the hidden and unconscious connections within the
text. In fact, the best interpretations of literary works often have a
psychological dimension.Carl Gustav Jung, with his development of analytical
psychology, emphasized the role of the collective unconscious and the shared
spirit governing different texts when analyzing literature. He argued that the
conscious mind is far too limited to provide a holistic and comprehensive
understanding of human nature. This intellectual framework highlights the
influence of human heritage in the creation of art and literature—a heritage
that, although minimally influenced by the will of modern individuals, has
shaped great art throughout history. According to Jung, "Great and sublime art
has always drawn its fertility from mythology and the process of unconscious
creation, which has continued for centuries and is an eternal manifestation of
the human spirit. This will remain the root of all future creations .Nader
Ebrahimi published his seven-volume novel Fire Without Smoke in 1973,
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focusing on the native culture of the Turkmen people of northern Iran and
their struggle against oppression by the central government. The novel
narrates the bravery of national heroes in the resistance movement against the
Pahlavi regime. In the first volume, the protagonist is Galan, a courageous
Turkmen warrior, while in later volumes, Alni, a scientific and political
genius, emerges as the central character. Many critics consider Fire Without
Smoke one of the most successful novels in contemporary Persian
literature. Tayeb Salih wrote Season of Migration to the North in 1966. This
novel also reflects the author's critical perspective on colonial influence and
its dominance over native cultural elements. The novel primarily explores the
impact of cultural colonialism on the mind and life of Mustafa Sa’eed, a
prodigy who has experienced life in Europe. Season of Migration to the North
was ranked among the top 100 novels of Arabic literature in 2002 and has
been translated into multiple languages. This study aims to compare and
analyze Fire Without Smoke and Season of Migration to the North using
Jung's analytical psychology, particularly in the realm of archetypes. The
research seeks to address the following key questions:Based on Jungian
theory, what archetypes can be identified in Fire Without Smoke and Season
of Migration to the North? What psychological functions do different
archetypes serve in these literary texts

Methodology

The present study follows a descriptive-analytical method and is based on
library research sources. First, the various archetypes in the two selected texts
were identified and classified. Then, they were analyzed and examined based
on primary sources of Jungian analytical psychology.

Results and Discussion

Although different types of novels require specific heroes based on their
content, according to Jung's theory, heroes generally share common
characteristics that have been repeated throughout history and have taken the
form of archetypes. As Jung states, "The myth of the hero is the most
widespread and well-known of all myths." The novel Fire Without Smoke
features heroes throughout its volumes who possess distinct psychological and
intellectual traits compared to others. Among them, Alni Aq Oylar
experiences a childhood that is markedly different from that of his peers.
Similarly, Mustafa Sa’eed in Season of Migration to the North embodies the
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archetypal hero, exhibiting traits of reliability and fulfilling the essential
elements of this archetype.Another common archetype in literary and artistic
works, according to Jung, is the Wise Old Man. Jung describes this figure as a
symbol of dignity, experience, and paternal foresight. This archetype appears
in both novels in the form of an elderly and wise grandfather—a character
who perceives events with wisdom, remains steadfast, and is trusted by the
novel’s protagonists.The Great Mother archetype, in Jungian thought,
represents nurturing, affection, and a magical protective power associated
with a feminine figure. This archetype is particularly evident in the works of
Tayeb Salih, where Mrs. Robinson assumes a maternal role over Mustafa
Sa’eed, especially when he faces severe challenges. Similarly, in Fire Without
Smoke, the presence of the Great Mother archetype is significant, embodied in
Malan, a brave, kind, and compassionate grandmother who supports the
novel's heroes.From Jung’s perspective, the Sea Archetype symbolizes the
collective unconscious since the infinite depths beneath the surface of the
water conceal an unknown world, reflecting hidden and unpredictable events.
In both novels, the sea plays a crucial role in the storyline, intertwining with
the themes of life and death.The themes of loneliness, isolation, and seclusion
in both texts contribute to the emergence of the Anima archetype. In such
situations, the dominance of the unconscious becomes more
pronounced.Another significant archetype in Jungian mythological studies is
the Cosmic Tree, which symbolizes struggle, resilience, and perseverance. A
major theme in both novels is the people’s resistance against oppressive
regimes and their collective struggle for freedom and dignity.The Journey
Archetype is also reflected in both novels. This archetype is associated with
gaining new experiences and perceiving a different world, both of which are
central to the stories of Fire Without Smoke and Season of Migration to the
North.Additionally, the Child Archetype in these novels symbolizes the
unconscious aspiration of the Sudanese people to build a bright future free
from conflict and tension.Lastly, the Shadow Archetype is portrayed in both
texts through characters who experience solitude and estrangement in a dark
and cold society. The protagonists in both novels, at certain points in their
social lives, also exhibit behaviors associated with the Persona Archetype, as
they conceal aspects of their personalities that are not accepted by society.
Conclusion
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The findings of this study indicate that the two novels under comparison—
Fire Without Smoke by Nader Ebrahimi and Season of Migration to the North
by Tayeb Salih—are deeply embedded with mythological themes and
extensively utilize various archetypes throughout their narratives, with traces
of ancient myths evident in all sections of the texts, highlighting their
symbolic depthA shared literary heritage governs both works, reflecting
universal human values such as patriotism, hope, and a forward-looking
perspective through archetypal figures like the Wise Old Man, the Great
Mother, the Child, the Cosmic Tree, and the Sea, suggesting a unified
unconscious influencing both novels.According to the results of this study, in
both the Persian and Arabic texts, the Wise Old Man archetype represents the
collective unconscious's need for guidance and protection, the Great Mother
serves as a healer and a source of emotional support, the Child archetype
symbolizes hope for a bright future, the Cosmic Tree reflects independence
and patriotism, and the Sea archetype signifies purification and liberation
from psychological and social afflictions.Furthermore, the research reveals
that the Hero Myth archetype aligns with the main protagonists in Fire
Without Smoke and Season of Migration to the North. The heroes, shaped by
mythological themes, endure challenging and unconventional childhoods
while also gaining recognition as role models and trusted figures within their
societies.Additionally, the protagonists of both novels exhibit distinct
archetypal layers that challenge their psychological depth .The Persona
archetype highlights their hidden identities .The Shadow archetype emerges
when they act upon instinctive desires .The Anima archetype appears through
their affinity for poetry and literature .The Journey archetype symbolizes
intellectual and cultural awakening. Ultimately, the psychological comparison
of Fire Without Smoke and Season of Migration to the North demonstrates the
significant presence of myths, archetypes, and dreams in both texts,
confirming that, in line with Jung’s theory, the process of unconscious
creation plays a crucial role in shaping these literary works, leading to the
emergence of common patterns and structures between the Iranian and
Sudanese novels
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