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Explaining, critiquing and assessing the assumptions of
anthropological behaviorism in education with an emphasis on

educational research
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Abstract

Explaining and understanding human behavior is a very important issue in
education. The understanding of human behavior also depends on
assumptions considered by educational researcher before he or she embarks
on the research. Researchers are influenced by their culture and science is
influenced by the origins in the philosophical, anthropological and cultural
aspects. In behavioristic approaches, behavior can be explained in terms of
causes or conditions that are beyond one’s own control. The man is,
therefore, influenced by his environment. Behavior can be explained by the
mechanistic form. Yet in other approaches that rely on human agency,
behaviors will have a goal-oriented explanatory form. In approaches based
on agency, human beings are affected by their actions, not by their
environment. Instead of relying excessively on the environment and inner
forces, an educational researcher should focus on interpretations and
changes of human behavior.
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