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% Environmental Kuznets Curve (EKC)
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! Brics Countries

2 Mena Countries (Middle East and north Africa)

% Opec (The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries)
* Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development

® Non Opec Countries

8 Group of 7 (G7)
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Abstract

In the broadest sense, sustainability means the ability to maintain or support a process continuously over
time. To maintain the sustainability and sustainable development of society, we need to meet the demands
of today's generation without compromising the needs of future generations. Sustainability has three
dimensions: economic, social and environmental, the latter having the most decisive weight. In the 2000s
and 2010s, multiple experimental studies were conducted on sustainability employing an experimental
model based on the Kuznets curve. Moreover, in recent years, the two concepts of human development
and sustainability have been extensively addressed in the development literature. Various studies have
considered human beings as a substantial factor in the development of different societies. The composite
index of human development has various dimensions that may affect sustainability and specifically
environmental sustainability. Plus, exorbitant oil revenues in oil-producing and exporting countries have
had a significant impact on human development in these countries. Therefore, we can classify these
countries into three groups of oil-rich countries with high human development, oil-rich countries with
medium human development and oil-rich countries with low human development. In this paper, to
investigate the impact of the human development index in 35 major oil-exporting countries around the
globe, we applied the panel data method and Kuznets function for the data from 2010 to 2019. The result
of the econometric model estimation demonstrates that the greater the human development index, the
higher the environmental sustainability in these countries.
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