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**_ Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
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The Trend of Land-use Changes from Agriculture to Recreation-
Tourism (2000-2022) in the Suburbs of Rasht
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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the shift in land use from agriculture to recreation-tourism
in the peri-urban villages of Rasht over the past two decades. It is an applied research study
with a descriptive-analytical approach. Remote sensing and Geographic Information System
(GIS) techniques were employed for data analysis. The statistical population includes 37
inhabited villages in the immediate vicinity of Rasht, located in Islamabad and Sanger
dehistans (Sanger sector) and Pisikhan, Pirbazar, and Humeh Dehistans (in central part of
Rasht). The findings reveal extensive land use changes between 2000 and 2022, with a
significant decline in agricultural land and an increase in recreational, tourism-related, and
construction activities. The most significant transformations occurred in peri-urban villages
along major roads leading to Rasht. These trends highlight the ongoing shift from
agriculture to tourism as a dominant economic activity in the region.

Keywords: land use changes, agriculture to recreation-tourism, suburban villages, Rasht
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A Meta-Analysis Study on the Quality of Urban Life in Informal
Settlements in Iran to Develop a Standardized Questionnaire
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Abstract

Improving the quality of urban life in informal settlements is crucial for addressing
the socio-economic and environmental challenges faced by their residents. This study
conducts a meta-analysis of research on the quality of urban life in informal settlements in
Iran, aiming to develop a standardized questionnaire for its assessment. Employing a mixed-
methods approach (quantitative and qualitative), this research systematically reviews
previous studies and researcher-designed questionnaires. Data analysis is performed using
meta-analysis techniques and exploratory factor analysis. Surveys and structured interviews
were the primary data collection methods in the reviewed studies. The findings identify four
key dimensions essential for measuring urban quality of life in informal settlements: social
(six factors, score = 74.983), physical (eight factors, score = 74.194), economic (four
factors, score = 72.227), and health & environmental (two factors, score = 69.917). These
results highlight the importance of a structured framework for assessing and improving
urban life in these settlements. By utilizing standardized indicators, this study proposes a
comprehensive tool to evaluate and enhance the quality of urban life in informal settlements
in Iran.

Keywords: quality of urban life, informal settlements, meta-analysis, urban planning,
factor analysis
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Identifying the Functioning of Human Development Indicators in
Alushtar for Sustainable Development
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Abstract

Sustainable development seeks to establish a balance among various dimensions of
development, ultimately enhancing the quality of human life. This study aims to evaluate the
optimal urban functionality of Alushtar and its sustainable economic development, with a
particular focus on improving human development indicators. This applied research adopts a
mixed-method approach, utilizing survey-based data collection. The study identifies and
weights key indicators, analyzing them through TOPSIS and AHP-FUZZY models. The
results were further processed using GIS techniques and semivariogram analysis to assess
spatial distribution patterns. Findings indicate that Alushtar, with its strong agricultural
potential, can significantly contribute to regional development. Analyzing the accessibility
of urban areas to sustainable development indicators, the study ranks the regions as follows:
Region 3 (0.627) holds the highest rank, followed by Region 2 (0.602), Region 4 (0.578),
and Region 1 (0.541). These results highlight the need for strategic planning to optimize
urban functionality and human development.

Keywords: Alushtar, sustainable development, human development, urban function,
regional planning
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Governance (Case Study: Ten Districts of Karaj)
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Abstract

Good urban governance is crucial for the sustainable development of cities, ensuring
efficient management and responsiveness to citizens' needs. This study evaluates key
governance indicators, including participation, transparency, accountability, efficiency,
equity, and responsibility, to assess their implementation in the ten districts of Karaj. Using
a survey-based and library research approach, the data were collected through questionnaires
distributed among citizens and experts. Statistical analysis via SPSS revealed that Karaj's
urban districts exhibit significant weaknesses in governance performance, with disparities
observed among different respondent groups. The findings indicate that the city's rapid
growth necessitates improved management strategies and a more dynamic governance
system to enhance urban sustainability.

Keywords: citizen satisfaction, urban management, sustainable urban development, social
interaction, Karaj metropolis
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Evaluation of the National Housing Movement Plan in Kermanshah and
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Abstract

Rapid population growth, an imbalance between housing units and population
density, housing shortages, and rising rental costs have led to significant demand for the
National Housing Movement Plan. Although this plan aimed to provide affordable
homeownership, its implementation in some provinces, including Kermanshah, faced delays.
Despite ongoing housing construction reducing the number of renters over time, the project
in Kermanshah suffers from major deficiencies in site selection and infrastructure services.
This study evaluates the strengths and weaknesses of the National Housing Movement Plan
in Kermanshah and proposes suitable strategies within the framework of neighborhood-
based planning. Using SWOT analysis and expert interviews with 30 professionals from the
construction and urban management sectors, the study identifies key strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities, and threats. These factors were classified into social, economic, and
environmental dimensions, leading to the development of an internal-external factor matrix.
The analysis yielded total scores of 2.117 for strengths and 2.921 for weaknesses, indicating
significant challenges. The findings suggest that the most suitable approach for the National
Housing Movement in Kermanshah is a conservative strategy (WO), which focuses on
mitigating weaknesses while leveraging available opportunities.

Keywords: National Housing Movement Plan, Kermanshah, SWOT Analysis, Strategic
Planning, Conservative Strategy
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Assessing the Feasibility of Strategic Plans in Iranian Cities with an
Emphasis on the City of Shahrekord
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Abstract

This research follows an applied-developmental goal and employs a descriptive-
analytical method, categorizing it as qualitative research. The study explores the feasibility
of strategic urban planning within the Iranian urban planning framework by assessing
success rates in evaluation systems, criteria, and goal achievement. The primary objective is
to establish feasibility criteria and indicators for urban development plans at the global level
and then apply them to Iran’s urban development plans to evaluate their effectiveness. Using
MAXQDA software for content analysis, the study extracted approximately 450 primary
codes, which were refined into 110 core codes and further reduced to 79. Ultimately, seven
key components—adaptability, coordination, communication and systematicity, flexibility,
realism, decentralized and participatory planning, and transparency—were identified as
essential for successful strategic urban planning. These components were then evaluated on
a national scale, with a case study conducted in Shahrekord. The study developed a
feasibility model based on grounded theory to assess the effectiveness of strategic planning
in Shahrekord. The findings indicate that realism and decentralized/participatory planning
are the most critical factors influencing strategic plan implementation at a global scale.
However, in Iran, all key components of successful urban development planning are in an
unfavorable state. In other words, strategic urban plans in Iran have not been fully realized
due to a lack of attention to feasibility indicators.

Keywords: Urban development plans, strategic planning, urban culture, feasibility,
Shahrekord
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The Role of Free Zones in Rural Development: Challenges and Strategies
with Emphasis on the Anzali Free Zone
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Abstract

With the emergence of free zones in the country, national, regional, and local (rural)
development has occurred, influencing both urban and rural settlements. The Anzali Free
Zone, despite its favorable legal framework and investment security, has been a significant
attraction for foreign and domestic investors in recent years. This has led to various socio-
cultural and economic transformations in the rural settlements surrounding the area. The
research employs a descriptive-analytical method, using a researcher-designed questionnaire
distributed among villages surrounding the Anzali Free Zone, supplemented by field
surveys. The analytical results show that the presence of free and special economic zones in
Bandar Anzali has led to increased land prices and higher income levels, particularly in
warehousing, unloading, and related sectors. Additionally, some degree of reverse migration
has been observed, contributing to minor population stabilization. The study also examined
the correlation between exports, investment in development activities (transportation, road
infrastructure, etc.), and employment growth. Findings indicate a statistically significant
relationship at the 95% confidence level between these factors. Furthermore, the correlation
between improved service delivery and the presence of free and special economic zones in
Bandar Anzali County was found to be significant at the 99% confidence level. Despite
these positive outcomes, the overall effectiveness of free and special economic zones in
driving regional development remains limited. Based on hypothesis testing and data
analysis, 68.8% of rural residents and experts rated the impact of these zones as moderate to
weak, highlighting the need for more effective policies to enhance their developmental role.

Keywords: Rural development, free zones, Bandar Anzali, challenges, opportunities.
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Abstract

Urban regeneration is a comprehensive and integrated strategy aimed at addressing
urban challenges by fostering sustainable improvements in the physical, economic, social,
and environmental conditions of a city. This study examines the role of pedestrian-oriented
planning in sustainable urban regeneration programs in Hamedan, with the goal of
promoting sustainable development and enhancing pedestrian infrastructure in
neighborhoods. To achieve this objective, the study evaluates the physical, economic, and
social characteristics of the target area. Additionally, within the framework of urban design
principles, the strategic significance of the area is assessed through three key components:
functionality, aesthetics, and environmental impact. The findings highlight the crucial role
of enhancing urban design quality, particularly the pedestrian experience, by leveraging
social capital and engaging local residents in recreational and revitalization initiatives. The
study concludes that harnessing the area's cultural heritage and historical assets presents an
opportunity to strengthen pedestrian-friendly environments, revitalize deteriorated urban
spaces, and restore the identity of pedestrian-oriented neighborhoods.
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Abstract

Over the past several decades, rapid urbanization and the expansion of informal
settlements particularly in developing countries—have increased vulnerability to both
human-made and natural crises. Enhancing urban resilience and improving crisis
management, especially in informal and disorganized neighborhoods, has thus become a
critical priority. Given the importance of this issue, the present study examines and evaluates
resilience indicators in relation to reducing spatial injustice, focusing on the neighborhoods
of Bandar-e-Imam Khomeini. The study identifies and selects four key resilience
dimensions—physical-infrastructural, economic, environmental, and institutional-social—
along with 56 sub-indicators. This applied research employs a survey-based evaluation
method using structured questionnaires. The statistical population consists of residents from
23 neighborhoods in Bandar-e-Imam Khomeini, with a determined sample size of 429
participants. The Kolmogorov-Smirnov test is used to assess the normality of data
distribution, while the Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) test and Bartlett’s test are applied to
determine the adequacy of the sample size. The results, derived using the MARCOS
technique, indicate that among the 23 neighborhoods, Phase One North Mofatteh ranks first
with a resilience score of 0.979, followed by Phase Three (Railroad Houses) with 0.896, and
Shahid Dastgheib neighborhood with 0.891. Conversely, Sabbaghan (Camp B) ranks lowest
with a score of 0.591. These findings highlight disparities in resilience across neighborhoods
and emphasize the need for targeted interventions to enhance resilience and reduce spatial
injustice.

KCYWOI' ds: Resilience, Spatial injustice, Urban neighborhoods, Bandar-e-Imam
Khomeini
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Abstract

Knowledge-based urban development (KBUD) has emerged as a significant approach
in 21st-century urban planning, offering the potential for economic growth and innovation in
modern cities. This study aims to develop a localized framework for KBUD by analyzing
and evaluating the key components and indicators of a knowledge-based city, focusing on
Pardis city. To achieve this, relevant components and indicators were identified through
documentary research and theoretical and empirical foundations. A structured questionnaire
comprising 65 items was distributed to a panel of 40 experts using the Delphi method. The
Z-score method was applied to refine the indicators, while the Shannon entropy technique
was used to determine the weight of each component. Subsequently, the TOPSIS technique
was employed to prioritize these components and indicators. The study addresses two key
research questions: (1) What are the essential criteria and indicators for transforming Pardis
into a knowledge-based city? and (2) How should these indicators be prioritized for
achieving a successful transition? Six primary components were identified as essential for
KBUD: social, economic, managerial, perceptual, spatial organization, and urban
infrastructure. The results indicate that the economic component holds the highest
importance, with a coefficient of 0.7878, followed by urban infrastructure (0.5717) and
management (0.4489). The study further prioritizes related indicators and offers
recommendations for transitioning Pardis into a knowledge-based city with a focus on
regional development.

Keywords: Knowledge-based city, Regional development, Knowledge-based urban
development, Pardis city
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