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Abstract

Xalij (Gulf): Indo-European (Iranian) and Semitic (Arabic)?

Throughout the history of the ancient Iran, the land was repeatedly invaded
by various people, resulting in the destruction of many written works. With
the Arab dominance, Arabic words gradually entered Persian.
Nevertheless, during the Islamic era, some Persian words also entered

Arabic and were inflected according to Arabic grammatical rules.

The aim of this article is to investigate the etymology of the word khalij
(meaning “gulf” or “bay”) within two linguistic families: Indo-European
(specifically the Iranian branch) and Semitic (Arabic). The methodology
involves analyzing the structure and root of the word in both language
families, as well as identifying early occurrences of the term in their
respective texts. Ultimately, based on linguistic evidence and comparative
data, the study concludes that the word k#halzj most likely originates from
Iranian languages, derived from the root *xal < ku/wel in Proto-Indo-

European.

Keywords: "Khalij"; "Iranian"; "Arabic"; "Indo-European"; "Semitic"



