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The American Other in the Contemporary Iraqi
Novel An
(""The American Granddaughter' by Inaam
Kaja Ji as a Model)

Hadi Nazari Monazam?*, Faramarz Mirzaei?, Hajar Mahdi Fatholla®

Abstract

The subject of the "other™ is considered a new field in comparative literature, as
it falls within the contexts of modern literary studies called sorology, which is
the branch concerned with the image presented by literary writings about
societies and cultures that are different from them. The problem of the
relationship with the Western or foreign "other" has been one of the most
important issues that preoccupied many researchers throughout the past century.
The aim of analyzing the image of the “other” here is to clarify the image of the
Western personality, in particular the American one, from an Arab perspective,
to deepen awareness of the self and the world, to identify the positions that stand
behind the formation of the image of the “other” and to try to identify the features
of the true image of him, by focusing on the descriptive-analytical approach. The
study concluded that Inaam Kaja Ji portrayed the issues of the American "other"
in abundance in her novel, reflecting her characters to deal with the other through
different currents and differing in their positions between rejecting, conservative
and agreeing. The image of the American "other" in the novel came to establish
a state of doubt in many of the concepts and postulates of the "I", meaning the
Iragi person, which appeared in the character of the heroine Zina as a result of
some actions and behaviors that result from the "other", as it makes the "I" live
in a maze. For a limited period in terms of belonging or loyalty, to search for
himself, and then find it. The contradiction of exile and belonging affects the
formation of the image of the “other” in the novel due to the factor of war, so
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that the plight of man appears between two nations, and this is evident in the
psyche of the characters.
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