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Abstract

Phonetic connotations play a fundamental role in expressing the aesthetics of a text. This is
achieved through studying the characteristics of sounds, the repetition of words, and their
correspondence with meaning. Contemporary Iraqi poetry has not been limited to the care of
good meter alone; rather, it has always prioritized meaning. The poet Ibrahim Mustafa Al-
Hamad is an Iraqi literary critic and a member of the Writers and Authors Union in Salah al-
Din. He works as an assistant professor of modern literature and criticism. In his opinion, a
poet must first master classical Arabic poetry and succeed in it before transitioning to any other
poetic style, because classical poetry and its rhythmic cadence are indicators of a poet's true
talent. His poetry possesses a kind of music that can only be perceived through a delicate
sensibility and precise understanding. This inner music is concealed within the essence of
words, structures, and sentences, and it has a unique effect on the listener. This research
focuses on the aesthetics of sound through the connotations of sounds and the characteristics
of poetic sounds. The poetry collection "Two Steps for a Fleeing Moon" was chosen because
of the abundance of sound connotations we observed in its relation to the theme and because
of the significance of these sound techniques in the poet's work. The purpose of this article is
to reveal the aesthetic dimensions of sound and its semantic aspects. The chosen methodology
for this research is the descriptive-analytical inductive approach. In conclusion, we obtained
several findings, including: the poet's attention to rhyme as an important element of the poem.
He used multiple letters in his rhymes, with varying frequency of use of each letter, but he
frequently employed rhymes whose sounds range between intensity and gentleness,
characterized by ease of pronunciation, a light flow, and a pleasant tone that brings comfort to
the listener and motivates them to fulfill their needs. The poet frequently employs the meters
best suited to expressing his purpose and needs, such as the Kamil meter (32%), which appears
in his collection "Two Steps for a Fleeing Moon," the Basit meter (20%), the Wafir meter
(12%), and the Mutaqarib and Khafif meters (8%). The remaining meters comprise the
remaining 4%, reflecting their significant role in the musical structure of Ibrahim Mustafa Al-
Hamad's work.
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