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Semantics of Implicit Meanings of Several
Arabic Words in Hafez Lyrics
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Abstract

The language of Hafez poetry is very subtle and artistic, and also poetic. The words that Hafez
chooses and brings to poetry have a great semantic capacity. He places words in such a context
that the word flourishes and evokes many shadowy and plural meanings. The Arabic words of
his sonnets also have all these characteristics. These words, on the other hand, because they
are rooted in another language, have the ability to create disfamiliarity in Persian poetry; that
is, they have the capacity to create a more unfamiliar and fresh form and atmosphere in poetry.
On the other hand, many of these words have entered Hafez's poetry language from Islamic
texts and culture, and have a rich semantic background. Hence, they have a great semantic
capacity; this capacity crystallizes in Hafez's poetry in the most beautiful way possible. Arabic
words in his poetry sit in a way that the aura of many meanings of them comes to mind. In this
work, it has been tried to discover the shadowy and implicit meanings of these words and also
to show Hafez's poetry language and its beauties and depths. Hafez's Arabic vocabulary has a
greater emotional burden compared to synonyms of Persian and their other Arabic meanings.
Some of them are words of opposites, i.e., words that represent two contradictory meanings.
Others are words of the Qur'an, and at the same time, they evoke both the central meaning of
the word and the meaning of the word in the context of the Qur'an. Some Arabic words,
because of their vocal capacity, bring to mind halo meanings. These meanings arise from the
confluence of letters and the sounds of the word, which emphasize the central meaning of the
word.
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