Journal of Comparative Literature Studies Volume 19, Issue 75

Islamic Azad University in Jiroft September 2025
https://sanad.iau.ir/en/Journal/clq pp. 199-231
Research Article

Death and Immortality and Fate After Death
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Abstract

Heroes and heroines of the world's great epic and literary works sometimes have
characteristics that add to their greatness and prominence. In some cases, these characteristics
are shared with other characters and sometimes they are specific to one person. Immortality
or transcendence for a particular hero exists in some epic works. What makes the differences
in the aspects under study is the manner of death or the disappearance of the conditions of
immortality. Since Persian and Greek languages have many similarities in terms of culture and
common literary themes, a comparative study from the perspective of the French school will
be of great help in understanding how Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and Homer's Iliad and Odyssey
influenced and influenced each other. In this essay, the similarities and differences of death
and fate after death and immortality, which are mentioned in the text, have been investigated
in these works using the theoretical (fundamental) research method. This qualitative research
is based on the content analysis method and is based on notes and materials that were compiled
through a comparative study between Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and Homer's lliad from the
perspective of the French school. To clarify the matter, the similarities or equivalences in pre-
Islamic epic works, from which the ideas of the Shahnameh did not benefit, have also been
examined. The study shows the similarities and beliefs of Iranians and Greeks that are
manifested in their epics. By examining the themes of death, fate after death, immortality,
immortality, and transmigration in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and Homer's Iliad and Odyssey, it
was found that all of these issues are related to the theological perspective and religious logic
of each culture and civilization in which the poet of these myths was raised.
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