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Abstract

In the educational system of the Islamic Republic of Iran, attention to
Islamic life and the process of cultural adaptability represents two
fundamental pillars for nurturing a conscientious, responsible, and
committed generation. This study aimed to evaluate and validate
curriculum models grounded in social justice, emphasizing a cultural
adaptability approach for the second stage of elementary education. A
mixed-methods design (qualitative—quantitative) was employed. The
qualitative sample included curriculum planning experts, educational
administrators, and educational specialists, from whom 12 individuals
were purposefully selected for semi-structured interviews. Qualitative
data were analyzed using MAXQDA software across 409 extracted
themes, with key themes categorized into five domains: stylistic, belief-
based, ethical, social, and economic. In the quantitative phase, data were
analyzed using SPSS and Smart PLS software, employing t-tests,
ANOVA, and regression analyses. Results indicated that the proposed
curriculum model exhibited strong convergent validity and satisfactory
model fit (R2 > 0.67). These findings suggest that by localizing the model
and emphasizing Islamic-Iranian values, significant progress can be made
in enhancing students’ social and ethical development, providing a
scientific basis for policymakers and curriculum designers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The educational system of the Islamic Republic of Iran has been founded on the principles of justice and the cultivation
of a generation committed to Islamic and human values. In this system, education is not merely the transfer of
knowledge; rather, its goal is to strengthen ethics, justice, and religious culture in both the individual and social lives
of students. Nevertheless, one of the main challenges is the lack of indigenous and coherent models for implementing
social justice in curricula. Although the existing content references religious and ethical values, it lacks practical
structures for developing students’ social skills and cultural adaptability, resulting in limited impact on their attitudes
and behaviors. On the other hand, the cultural and ethnic diversity of Iranian society necessitates the design of curricula
that, while reinforcing shared Islamic and human values, also ensure respect for cultural differences. A curriculum
based on Islamic life and cultural adaptability should enhance both scientific knowledge and values such as
participation, empathy, responsibility, and respect for others. Therefore, it is essential to design and validate indigenous
and scientific models that integrate social justice into the educational process and strengthen students’ cultural
adaptability. This study, drawing on the framework of Islamic education and justice-oriented perspectives, seeks to
answer the question of how a social justice-based curriculum model with a cultural adaptability approach can be
designed and evaluated to meet the scientific, ethical, and social needs of students.

Methodology

This study aimed to design and validate a curriculum model based on Islamic life and social justice with a cultural
adaptability approach for the second stage of elementary education, employing a mixed-methods (qualitative-
quantitative) approach. In the qualitative phase, the population included 12 school administrators, experts, and
curriculum planning specialists, purposefully selected for semi-structured interviews. Data were recorded and analyzed
using MAXQDA software through open, axial, and selective coding. Key themes were extracted across five main
domains: stylistic, belief-based, ethical, social, and economic. Data validity was ensured through expert review of the
questions, and reliability was established through intercoder agreement. In the quantitative phase, elementary school
teachers and administrators were selected via cluster random sampling, and the sample size was determined using the
Cochran formula. Quantitative data were collected using a standardized pre- and post-implementation questionnaire
and analyzed with SPSS software. T-tests were applied to compare means, ANOVA to examine group differences, and
regression analysis for model validation. Furthermore, structural equation modeling using Smart PLS was conducted
to examine relationships among model variables, confirming convergent validity and overall model fit.

Results And Discussion

Analysis of the qualitative and quantitative data indicated that the social justice-based curriculum model grounded in
Islamic lifestyle and cultural adaptability demonstrates high coherence and comprehensiveness. From 409 extracted
themes, after refinement, main and subcomponents were identified in the stylistic, belief-based, ethical, social, and
economic domains. In the quantitative phase, confirmatory factor analysis using Smart PLS showed that composite
reliability and average variance extracted exceeded acceptable thresholds, with the model explaining more than 67%
of the variance in variables. The components of “ethics,” “family,” and “financial and economic” domains had the
greatest impact on achieving social justice, whereas domains such as “health” and “time management” showed less
influence. Additionally, curriculum elements including “teacher competency,” “teaching time,” “content,” “teaching
and learning methods,” and “assessment” were most strongly associated with the realization of social justice,
highlighting the pivotal role of teachers and active curriculum design.The present study demonstrates that designing
and implementing a curriculum based on social justice and cultural adaptability, grounded in an Islamic-Iranian
lifestyle, can promote students’ ethical, social, and belief-based attitudes and behaviors. The final model, integrating
Islamic lifestyle components with curriculum planning elements, ensures equity in learning opportunities and enhances
students’ cultural adaptability. These findings provide both scientific and practical foundations for educational policy-
making, curriculum revision, and teacher empowerment, contributing to the reduction of educational inequalities and
strengthening national cohesion, thereby effectively achieving the educational and social objectives of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.
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