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Article Einfo Abstract

Received: 2024/11/13 Teleological ethics is an approach that evaluates moral actions based on the ultimate

Qg?el%tgdlflozyowm purpose and final end of human life. This perspective holds particular significance in
. =101,

the thought of contemporary Islamic scholars, as it is articulated within the framework
of a theistic worldview and grounded in a distinct philosophical and theological
system. In this regard, Ayatollah Mesbah-Yazdi, drawing on epistemological,
ontological, and anthropological principles rooted in Islamic philosophy, has

Keywords: developed a coherent and teleologically-based ethical theory. His approach not only
Teleology addresses theoretical dimensions but also has important cultural and social
Ethics implications. This study employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine and
Ayatollah Mesbah-Yazdi elucidate the philosophical foundations of teleological ethics in Mesbah-Yazdi’s

Cultural And Social Implications  thoyght. It demonstrates that, from his perspective, monotheism (tawhid) constitutes
the most fundamental principle of the ontological order and plays a central role in
understanding moral values. He identifies the ultimate goal of human life as divine
proximity (qurb ila Allah) and argues that all moral imperatives should be interpreted
in light of this ultimate end. According to his view, true human perfection is a real and
objective matter that is attained through voluntary actions in accordance with moral
obligations—obligations that stem from causal relationships between actions and their
consequences in the path of human perfection. Consequently, moral concepts are not
ends in themselves but serve as instruments to guide human beings toward their true
telos. Based on these foundations, ethics is not a matter of convention or mere
psychological tendencies, but rather an ontological and realist phenomenon,
intrinsically connected to the essence of human existence and the path of its
development. This outlook entails significant cultural and social consequences,
including the strengthening of moral foundations in collective behavior, the promotion
of individual responsibility, and the meaningful integration of ethics within a religious
way of life. Thus, by emphasizing the proper determination of the ultimate end—
namely, divine proximity—Ayatollah Mesbah presents a rational, coherent, and
theologically grounded framework for ethics that can address the individual and
societal needs of contemporary humanity.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the contemporary era, marked by profound cultural, social, and philosophical transformations, rethinking the
foundations of Islamic ethics has become an essential and urgent endeavor. One of the most critical issues in this
regard is the analysis of teleological ethics and its implications in the thought of contemporary Islamic thinkers—
particularly in the ethical theory of Ayatollah Mesbah-Yazdi, who offers a distinct approach grounded in a theistic
worldview for the explanation of moral values. In his perspective, the ultimate goal of moral actions is not
pleasure or utility, but divine proximity (qurb ila Allah) and the realization of human existential perfection. This
view is founded on specific principles in epistemology, ontology, and anthropology. From an epistemological

standpoint, reason is capable of recognizing the necessity of perfection, yet the actual path to attaining it can only
be fully discerned through the guidance of revelation. In the ontological domain, moral values are intrinsically
connected to the reality of existence and to the Absolute Perfection. And from an anthropological perspective,
the human being is a free and spiritual creature who can, through divine motivation, attain true perfection. This

study, by focusing on these three dimensions, seeks to address contemporary challenges such as relativism,
secular ethics, and scientism. It aims to fill a gap in the philosophical analysis of Ayatollah Mesbah-Yazdi’s
theory and to contribute to the deepening of Islamic moral philosophy. The central research question is thus
formulated as follows: What are the philosophical foundations of teleological ethics in the thought of Ayatollah
Mesbah-Yazdi, and how can they be analyzed through the three dimensions of epistemology, ontology, and
anthropology?

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method. Initially, through library-based research, the works of
Ayatollah Mesbah-Yazdi and other contemporary Islamic thinkers on ethics and its philosophical foundations
were collected. Subsequently, through content analysis of these sources, the principles and components of the
teleological ethical theory were extracted. These principles were then examined and systematized through a
philosophical and conceptual approach in order to clarify the internal coherence of Ayatollah Mesbah-Yazdi’s
perspective and its connection to epistemological, ontological, and anthropological foundations. Furthermore,
the cultural and social implications of this ethical framework were analyzed and interpreted in light of relevant
works and evidence, with the aim of elucidating the practical functions of this theory in both individual and
collective human life.

Results And Discussion

In the thought system of Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi, ethical teleology is founded upon three fundamental pillars:
epistemology, ontology, and anthropology. In the epistemological dimension, he emphasizes the possibility of
certain knowledge in ethics, asserting—»based on the principles of Islamic philosophy—that moral knowledge
can be attained through reason, revelation, and intuitive (or presentational) knowledge. He considers moral
propositions to be subject to rational and revelatory criteria and maintains that statements such as “justice must
be practiced” are only true if they are either grounded in objective reality or conform to authentic religious texts.
According to him, moral imperatives are a type of philosophical necessity, grounded in the causal relationship
between actions and their ends, rather than being merely conventional or arbitrary. Within this framework, even
the derivation of normative statements from factual ones is considered entirely rational and legitimate, provided
it is based on analogical necessity. In the ontological domain, Mesbah Yazdi insists on the truth-apt nature of
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moral propositions and regards concepts such as “justice,” “oppression,” and “goodness” as secondary
philosophical intelligibles that refer to objective realities. From his perspective, moral obligation is not a matter
of convention but stems from the real and necessary causal relationship between human actions and their ultimate
purpose—namely, human perfection and nearness to God. In anthropology, he underscores the spiritual
dimension of the human being and views the voluntary development and perfection of the soul as the central axis
of moral valuation. The agent’s intention and existential connection with God are presented as the key
determinants of the ultimate value of moral actions. On this basis, the human being is seen as a dependent creature
in need of the Absolute Perfection, and only through connection with the Absolute Reality—God-—can one attain
one’s ultimate end. Accordingly, Mesbah Yazdi’s ethical theory offers a comprehensive, realist, and elevated
model of religious ethics, harmonized with the principles of Islamic philosophy, in which moral actions derive
their meaning in light of the ultimate human end: nearness to God.
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— Pojman, Louis Paul. Fieser, James. (2011). Ethics: Discovering right and wrong (7th ed.). Wadsworth, Cengage
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