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A Comparative Study of Ethnical Affiliation between Families in Bilesuar and Ardebil

Abstract

This research was conducted to consider and compare the ethnical affiliation degree in families
living in Ardebil and Bilesuar.

The major questions that we tried to answer in this study was: (1) Is there any difference in

ethnical affiliation degree between families living in these cities? (¥) which city has a higher degree of
affiliation among its families? and (v) what are the effective factors in this regard? After studying

theories related to ethnicity and factors effective in ethnical group- related changes, we formulated our
theoretical framework using Rendel Collinse’s and Parsons geopolitical theory. Then we formulated
our research hypotheses according to our theoretical framework as follows: (1) there is a meaningful

difference between families in Ardebil and families in Bilesuar in terms of ethnical affiliation because
Bilesuar is located near geographical borders of Repulic of Azarbaijan. () there is a meaningful

difference in ethnical affiliation between the families because people in Bilesuar use Azarbaijan’s
mass media more than they do in Ardebil.

This research was conducted using survey technique and questionnaires. The impact of
independent variables such as geographic borders with Azerbaijan degree of use of Azerbaijan’s mass
media, gender, socio — economic status, and dependent variables such as affiliation in the families
were considered . the analysis unit was familial in Ardebil and Bilesuar , and the observation unit was
young people aged between vyo to ¢. . the research sample consisted of ys¢v individual s for Bilesuar

and v¢1 individual’s for Ardebil obtained by cochran formula and selected by multi- stage cluster

sampling method . According to obtained outcomes the degree of ethnical affiliation was higher in
families in Bilesuar. Despite location of Bilesuar near the borders and its benefiting by Azarbaijan’s
mass media the degree of ethnical affiliation was higher in its families compared to families in
Ardebil. Among all variables the socio — economic status had a meaning but reverse relationship with
ethnical affiliation.

Keywords: ethnical affiliation, ethnicity. mass media. geographical border. socio — economic
status.



