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Explaining strategies and solutions for the protection of historical
caravanserais based on the typology and pathology of examples in the
historical road network from Isfahan to Rey and Saveh

Abstract

The historical road network from Isfahan to Rey and Saveh has been considered as a link connecting
the north to the south of Iran in the past. Isfahan, Rey and Saveh, as cultural and civilization centers,
played a significant role in the formation of the roads and midway buildings in this area. The
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existence of caravanserais and other buildings related to the road is evidence of this claim. The
purpose of the research is to explain the strategies and methods of conservation, typology and
pathology of the caravanserais in the studied area. This research seeks to answer this question; What
conservation measures can be taken to preserve and revive the caravanserais of the historical road
network from Isfahan to Rey and Saveh? This research is a mixed (qualitative and quantitative) one.
The study method is interpretive-historical and comparative. The method of data collection is library
studies, field impressions and the study of aerial images and architectural documents. The present
research is developmental and applied. The statistical population of the research is more than 60
caravanserais. 5 study samples were selected for the research. The sampling is case-based and
purposeful. The results show that caravanserais that were designed in a common time and place and
along a common cultural and social path, despite their differences, often have many similar
architectural characteristics and have similar architectural patterns in terms of design, architectural
features, scale, geometry, proportions, typology, and morphology. As a result, an integrated and
similar framework can be explained for their protection.

Keywords

Preservation strategies and solutions, Typology of caravanserais, Pathology of caravanserais,
Caravanserais of the Isfahan-Rey and Saveh historical road network, Restoration and conservation
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