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One of the vital components of food economy is the long-term storage of food
supplies. The idea of protecting food resources against periods of scarcity—such as
famine and war—as well as from looters, natural disasters, and even military
invasions, led to the development of food storage practices in hard-to-reach areas.
The construction of mountainous granaries has a long historical background and
these structures are scattered across various mountainous regions of Iran. Such
granaries can be found in the provinces of Fars, Lorestan, Khuzestan, and
Hormozgan. "Gery Ambro" is one such example, located in the Bastak region of
Hormozgan Province. In addition to protecting grains from wild animals, these sites
were used to safeguard locals’ belongings from looters. In the local language, "Gery"
or "Galu" refers to a place built within the mountains or to a deep valley between
foothills that is extremely difficult to access. "Ambro" or "Ambaro" in the local
dialect means granary. The research question addressed in this study is: from an
ethnographic perspective, what pattern underlies the use of mountainous granaries
in the Kukherd region of Bastak? This research is a pilot study aiming to identify
these granaries in the Bastak region, and it is based on archival and library research.
The study introduces these structures as examples of rock-cut architecture and, from
an ethnographic standpoint, explores the social, economic, and cultural factors
influencing their construction. Furthermore, the examination of local terminology
significantly aids in understanding the topic. "Gery Ambro" represents a fascinating
part of both tangible and intangible heritage, and the findings of this study, using
inductive reasoning and complementary research, contribute to the development of
an atlas of Iran’s mountainous granaries.

Citation: Majidi Khameneh, F. (2025). An Ethnographic Study of Settlement Patterns of Mountainous Granaries with
Emphasis on Outdoor Spaces, Case Study: Gery Ambro. Archaeology of Iran, 15(1), 171-181.
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