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3 Material Culture
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4 Material Engagement

* Embodiment

¢ Phenomenology of Perception

7 Our Body is the Means by which We have the World
8 Body Schema
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Tools make minds

Brains make tools
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® Post-phenomenology
19 Thde
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12 Archaeology of Mind

13 How things mean instead of What things mean or proceed
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3l ol ol Susempd b ugl.N)r,m oo ke cpl laisl S (6ole (sLid 5 Gl (9 gl puo 53 &Sl
25 ot 3 lbuas—gliol 5 (3L bbbl Ggr (2o 3l 9 )10 48T Li-pludl dally s libcuass
JYawl ¢ (Malafouris, 2013: 1-30) 10y o0 ”«gpy Ol g O3l Gld) ) ol (awy 4 y98Y Lo
sl cog e ol j3 A oo Wl s liis la Sl (6,8 S o cwll s ‘;";Lcw g 41300 5] eolawl &5 WS o
ol o gt 1535l 5, 5 1 51 A5 oo s 5 5 S St sl > b Sy e 4
by 5 0bds 03y siseld & G Sz 9 259 b el ol w3psm 5 4 et g e & 5155 30

(Hodder, 1982, 1986: 199) 1S o so (195 39290Y 5 ol o o
(598, s 5 oLt > s Ol o st by s sy 05 il gl sVl 5 i
55550 21y )5 5 (53R aylag) M s b )3 32 1 AL iy cpnen 13 35l o) E Sig liily 5
& (Overmann & Coolidge, 2019: 473-489) 15255, 5' L (6) Ko ;3 5 00,5 1,8 axlllae ot liis 3)Slos 4,8,

14 Lambros Malafouris

!5 Human Being and Human Becoming
16 Overmann, Karenleigh

17 Tools Make Minds

'8 Causal Cognition

19 Marlize Lombard
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(osizpn ol (Lombard, 2016 : 73-110) auS o)Ll (63g8su0l oo Ca bl 3 > glaw 4 AiSlgS o o Siwleo puas
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9035 Mg dg5 (gldlye Can Jao by oyl ol \ld o Ol ad yinled L;,c calis ) Cdyiu 3l claolas |y
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Coolidge & Wynn, 2016: 386-387; Hecht etal., 2014;) 55g; oS g i  oliw pi8 Gl glind  Sinlon
(Wynn, 2002

20 On the Minds of Bow Hunters
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o 5,555 Sigfe
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Abstract

This paper explores the role of material culture in shaping and sustaining human memory, a vital cognitive process
essential for the continuity of human experiences and behaviors. Emphasizing the complex interactions between
humans and objects, the study demonstrates that objects are not merely tools for interpreting past culture and behavior,
but actively contribute to the formation of human memory and cognition. Drawing on cognitive evolutionary
archaeology, evolutionary psychology, and philosophy, the paper addresses a gap in the discourse of archacological
anthropology. It challenges the view that cultural materials are solely imbued with symbolic meanings, created to
convey messages to past humans. Instead, it suggests that material culture functions as a mnemonic device, helping
recall past memories and influencing human actions. The study posits that the human mind is a fluid entity, shaped
through interactions with the body and the environment. Objects, in this view, act as extensions of the body,
transforming perception and interaction with the world. The paper aims to provide a systematic review of existing
research on the role of objects and cultural materials in memory formation and continuity. It seeks to answer key
questions : How does material culture act as.a memory trigger? What theories explain the relationship between
memory and objects? How do objects influence human cognition, particularly in archaeological contexts? Through a
systematic analysis, this review seeks to deepen our understanding of how material culture impacts memory and
cognitive processes.

Keywords: Cognitive Evolutionary Archaeology, Material Culture, Memory in Action, Fluidity of Memory,
Extended Cognition, Material Engagement Theory (MET).



