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Bahram Il

No other dynasty in the ancient Near East established a divine, god-like image
of kingship as thoroughly as the Sasanians. The most majestic manifestation of
this divine legitimacy was the diadem bestowal (deyhim-setant) scene, which
symbolized the granting of khvarenah (divine glory) to the king by Ahura
Mazda, elevating him beyond mortal status into the realm of the gods. “Naqsh-
e Rajab III” is the only known mounted diadem-bestowal relief in the Nagsh-
e Rajab site, yet its identification remains uncertain. A mistaken attribution of
a nearby inscription—actually belonging to the “Shapur and Courtiers”
relief—led some scholars to confidently associate it with Shapur |. However,
comparison with his diadem-bestowal scene at Tang-e Chogan reveals that the
distinctive figures of the lifeless Gordian Il and the kneeling Philip the Arab
are absent. A comparative analysis with the well-established relief of Bahram
I at Tang-e Chogan reveals striking formal and compositional similarities.
Based on this evidence, the author proposes that “Naqsh-e Rajab III” represents
a mounted diadem-bestowal scene of Bahram Il by Ahura Mazda. This
composition, influenced by the earlier scene of Bahram I, visually affirms
Bahram II’s celestial legitimacy and royal authority alongside his predecessors,
Ardashir | and Shapur I, at the Nagsh-e Rajab sanctuary.
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