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Article Info Abstract
History The symbolic image of the dragon, as seen in Chinese art, did not exist in
Received: January 06, 2025 Iranian artworks up to the llkhanid period (657-735 AH); however, in ancient

Iranian thought, this mythical creature was imagined as a giant serpent. With
the emergence of the Ilkhanids and under the influence of Chinese art and
Keywords philosophy, the dragon in its Chinese form—symbolizing benevolence and
prosperity—became a prominent motif in Iranian art. During the periods of the

Accepted: March 18, 2025

Dragon local dynasties (735-777 AH) and the Timurids (777-912 AH), as Mongol
Ilkhanids power waned and the role of Iranians in governance increased, the dragon
Demon began to appear as a demonic symbol in the artworks of the western Timurid
Miniature territories, in line with Iranian beliefs. In the eastern Timurid regions,

influenced by both Chinese and Iranian ideologies, the dragon was sometimes
Timurid a symbol of power and good fortune, and at other times, bore a demonic
connotation. In this study, through fieldwork and library research, various
representations of the dragon in Iranian art from the Ilkhanid, local dynasties,
and Timurid periods were collected and analyzed using a descriptive-analytical
method with a comparative approach. The author, drawing on archaeological
data found in museums and libraries, examines the symbolic concept of the
dragon in Iranian thought during the llkhanid, local dynasties, and Timurid
eras. The differing depictions, illustrations, and motifs of dragons in Ilkhanid
and Timurid archaeological objects and miniatures reflect the evolving
ideological perspectives regarding the symbolic meaning of the dragon in Iran
from the beginning of the Ilkhanid period to the end of the Timurid era.
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