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An investigation on the rational reasons for the inerrancy of the Holy
Prophets by the Shiite traditional theologians.

Mohammad hasan Seraj sadeghi’

Abstract

One of the arguments which have attracted the mines of Muslim theologians
almost from the very beginning of the history of Islamic theology is the problem
of the inerrancy of the Holy Prophets. The viewpoint of the Muslim theologians
on the inerrancy of the Holy Prophets influences their point of view both about
the interpretation of the Holy Quran and defense from the immaculacy of the
Holy Prophets based on the Quranic verse. Among the various sects of the
Muslims, Shiite theologians are the most hard-taking. They have been used to
believe that the Holy Prophets had been inerrant by all levels of inerrancy,
whether before their prophecy or after that. The main research question in this
paper is: “Are the reasons of the Shiite theologians sufficient enough to prove
the claim of the most of them about the inerrancy of all of the Holy Prophets by
all of the levels of the inerrancy both before and after the prophecy? And if the
answer is negative, what is the solution for the problem? In this article, it has
been clarified that the significance of the inerrancy is something beyond
avoiding the commitment of the sins. Besides, some of the most important
reasons of the Shiites and the amount of indication of each reason to prove the
levels of the inerrancy is investigated. This investigation shows that these
reasons are neither able to prove the inerrancy by all levels nor by any kind of
mistake, neither previous to the prophecy nor afterward. Then in addition to
dividing the very roots of the actual unity for both before and after the prophecy,
under the title of “another way”, the influence of the reception of the revelation
on the creation of inerrancy is studied. This was neglected by the traditional
theologians. In this way, a better comprehension from the verses related to the
problem of the inerrancy of the Holy Prophets, the inerrancy of other inerrant
leaders, and the immaculacy of special friends of God is understandable.

Keywords: Inerrancy of the Prophets, inerrancy levels, kinds of mistakes, the
influence of the revelation.
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