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Ethical and Legal Challenges of Criminal Responsibility for
Commission of War Crimes by Autonomous Weapon Systems

Seyyed Reza Ehsanpour®

Abstract

Field and Aims: With significant advancements in artificial intelligence and
robotics technology, the use of autonomous weapon systems (AWS) in warfare has
gradually increased. These weapons, capable of conducting military operations
independently of human intervention, pose new challenges in humanitarian, ethical,
and legal contexts. The aim of this article is to examine the various dimensions of
the use of autonomous weapons and analyze their impacts on human rights and
legal responsibilities in warfare. Additionally, the article addresses concerns related
to the reduction of human control and the consequences for human dignity and
civilian security.

Method: This research employs an analytical and descriptive method to analyze
existing resources on autonomous weapons and examine the associated legal and
ethical challenges.The article also references international documents and reports
from the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and other human rights
organizations that discuss the regulation and control of these technologies.

Finding and Conclusion: The findings indicate that the use of autonomous
weapons can lead to violations of humanitarian rights and that the ambiguity in
determining responsibility for war crimes presents serious challenges. Particularly
in situations where these weapons make decisions to commit acts of violence,
identifying the agent behind these decisions becomes difficult. The article
emphasizes the necessity of establishing new international regulations to govern
the use of autonomous weapons in warfare, ensuring that their deployment aligns
with humanitarian principles and legal standards. Ultimately, to uphold ethical and
humanitarian principles in warfare, it is essential for the international community to
seriously address these challenges and establish regulations for the responsible use
of autonomous weapon systems.

Keywords: Autonomous Weapon Systems (AWS), Artificial Intelligence, International
Humanitarian Law, Ethics of War, Moral Responsibility, International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC).
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