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Evidences and Legal Effects of Accepting the Right to Resistance of the
Palestinian People Against the Israeli Occupation from the Point of
View of International Law
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Abstract

Field and Aims: On 7 October 2023, Israel began a new wave of aggression in the
Gaza Strip, committing unprecedented crimes that resulted in thousands of Gaza
residents being martyred or injured. Despite this, Israel and its Western supporters
speak of the "right to self-defense™" and justify these aggressions with that single
phrase. However, according to international regulations, people under colonial rule
and foreign occupation, if they cannot exercise their right to self-determination
peacefully, are entitled to the right of resistance. In this regard, the aim of this
research is to identify the evidences for the necessity of recognizing the Palestinian
people's right to resistance and the significant legal effects that this right entails.
Method: This research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method
and library and documentary resources.

Findings and Conclusions: In light of the concept of natural law, and specifically
the right to self-determination as one of the peremptory norms of international law,
the people of occupied territories -including Palestine- can exercise their right to
resistance with all available means, including armed struggle, while adhering to the
standards of international law. In this context, the occupying power does not have
the right to invoke self-defense within the occupied territory, nor can it use that as a
pretext to violate international law or justify its illegal actions. Therefore, it can be
said that the right to resistance provides a guarantee for ending the occupation.
Furthermore, third-party states are also obligated not only to refrain from
recognizing the illegal situation caused by the occupation but also to provide moral
and material support to the people under domination to help end the violation of
peremptory norms and the occupation.

Keywords: Right to Resistance, Right to Self-determination, Occupation, Self-
defense, Armed Struggle, Palestine, Israel.
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