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Beneficiary in environmental crimes in EU and Iranian law

Hossein Norouzi*, Mohammad Reza Parvin?>J, Mansour Pournouri®

Abstract

Field and Aims: Damage to the environment has been criminalized today and this shows
the importance of environmental protection. On this basis, the national laws of the countries
have been transformed and effective steps have been taken in this direction, which include
international cooperation. In this regard, having a position and being a stakeholder is
important. In this research, we examine the laws of the European Union and Iran regarding
this matter.

Method: This article is written in a descriptive-analytical way.

Finding and Conclusion: Environmental crimes have three key characteristics compared
to other crimes: extent in terms of the perpetrator, diversity in terms of behavior, dynamics
and causality in terms of results. Today, in addition to governments, citizens and non-
governmental organizations can also play an important role in protecting the environment.
However, the category of having a position and being a beneficiary limits the access of
non-governmental natural and legal persons to the judicial authority in a way. Position
means having the authority to file a lawsuit. The main challenge mentioned in this article is
related to environmental crimes and creating criminal responsibility for those who pollute
or destroy the environment. Today, most countries have come to the conclusion that the
determination of the position in the field of environmental crimes is very different from
other fields. Therefore, in many countries of the European Union, it is possible to file
lawsuits by citizens based on public interests. On this basis, the traditional approach to the
role of officials in environmental crimes is an important obstacle to the prosecution of such
crimes and makes the implementation of criminal responsibility a failure.

Keywords: Beneficiary, Environmental crimes, European Union, Iranian law, criminal
responsibility.
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