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Limited Activists, unlimited activities;
(Investigating the role and performance of non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) in Confrontation with the global crisis of the Corona virus)
Soheila Yousefild!, Hassan Soleimani?

Abstract

Field and Aims: international non-governmental organizations are among the
active actors in various fields of international law in all world scenes, which have
played useful and effective roles so far. During the outbreak of Covid-19, these
organizations, relying on the international principle of cooperation among the
members of the world community, despite having a guarantee of implementation
and a binding institution, have important effects and many functions in the social,
cultural, health, economic and even political fields. They have faced this epidemic
and in convergence with other international actors. Examining the dimensions,
functioning and influence of these international activists is a subject that has been
analyzed in this research and is one of the goals of this research.

Method: The present research was carried out with a descriptive-analytical
method.

Finding and Conclusion: Despite the lack of recognition and valuing of the role of
international non-governmental organizations, these limited activists of the
international arena have done unlimited activities to help solve global problems,
including this epidemic, and it will not be exaggerated. If we consider its results to
be praiseworthy. By entering the health, cultural, social and economic fields and
influencing the procedures of governments and international organizations and
reforming them in different ways, in the fields of preventing and controlling the
epidemic of Covid-19 and reducing its harmful effects even in the post-corona
period From identifying problems to consensus and exchanging opinions and
implementing agreed plans, they are trying to save the world from this devastating
disaster and somehow prove the benefits of their existence and presence and show
off their abilities to the world community.

Keywords: the principle of cooperation, the principle of international solidarity,
the epidemic of Covid-19, international non-governmental organizations, global
problems and dilemmas.
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Introduction

Since the beginning of human social life on earth and at different times, epidemics
have always affected their lives and endangered the human race. From the first
epidemics in 430 AD in Greece as the Plague of Athens and other types of
epidemics that took a lot of lives in the European continent, to Covid-19 (the cause
of corona disease) as the last epidemic that has arisen since 2019 and continues
until now. It has and every day with its new symptoms and unknown mutations, it
brings the world to new challenges in the way of dealing with it. During all this
time, the world has been trying to discover ways to overcome these diseases, and
what has been used to save people according to the level of mastery of modern
science, which sometimes did not reach the desired result for many years. Among
the complications of these epidemics, apart from health problems and human
deaths, there are many other economic, social, medical and even political
problems, which are becoming more and more difficult to deal with every day. The
necessity of this research comes from the fact that the occurrence of such
epidemics will challenge principles, regulations and international relations. In fact,
what happens after a global crisis is the inability to solve problems on the part of
one or more countries or international organizations, and the efforts and
cooperation and help of all members of the world community, including countries,
international organizations, and non-governmental organizations And it even
requires people. Existence of elements such as political factors, self-interest of
countries, lack of collective cooperation and coordination in international
organizations, as well as insignificant facilities and lack of access to sufficient
resources can affect the level of cooperation between members and cause the
inability to make decisions and slow down activities. and the impossibility of
playing the effective role of the members of the international community and
prevents them from using their maximum power and forces. Meanwhile,
international non-governmental organizations as old but new players, with
characteristics such as independence, non-dependence and freedom from any kind
of political work and special interest, use of high and strong motivation of their
members, geographical extent of activity and influence Abundant on individuals
and other international subordinates, despite the hardships and problems they face,
such as not being accepted on the world stage as a member, financial problems and
limitations in the facilities and work breaks of other subordinates, successful and
effective in the international scene, many They have compensated for these
deficiencies and have performed the most in this field. The purpose of this review
is to evaluate the efforts and activities of international non-governmental
organizations in all fields during the Corona epidemic and the extent of their
performance in order to reduce its adverse effects on the world community. The
questions raised regarding the health, economic, social and sometimes even
political problems caused by this epidemic and the harmful effects of this disease,
some of which will remain long after its end, is the role and performance of
international non-governmental organizations. In order to fight the problems
caused by the corona disease in all the aforementioned fields, what is it? As a
member of the international community, how and to what extent have international
non-governmental organizations helped other subordinates in dealing with this
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epidemic? And have they been successful in this way? In fact, what is the
contribution of international non-governmental organizations in preventing and
dealing with this disease, and according to which principles and international laws
are they obliged to carry out such measures? According to what is stated in the title
of this research, non-governmental organizations are activists who, despite many
limitations, such as lack of acceptance and attention from the international
community, not having enough power to implement international laws and
guarantee their implementation by others International actors, their inability or lack
of ability to meet their economic and organizational needs and sometimes being
caught in the trap of political relations of governments, etc., unlimited and
countless activities in various social, cultural, economic, medical fields and
everything that the world community and Human beings need it, either in the scope
of their activity or by changing the scope of their activity. This picture becomes
more apparent when governments are helpless and international governmental
organizations are trying to reach a consensus. The challenge of the Corona
epidemic for the world was a test that the international non-governmental
organizations came out of with all the difficulties and were able to show their
abilities to the world community, and honestly, their performance is commendable.
The following article will examine the challenges and problems caused by the
Corona epidemic and the role and activities of international non-governmental
organizations in dealing with the problems that have arisen by delving into the
international principles and regulations that govern the times of global epidemics.

Conclusion

Since the fate of all human beings is dependent on each other, the occurrence of an
incident in one part of the world can make the whole world confused. For this
reason, overcoming this type of crisis requires real solidarity and cooperation
among the members of the international community. Therefore, reviving national
interests and ignoring international institutions under the pretext of national
authority and glory is a big mistake. The aforementioned cooperation and solidarity
will reach even beyond governments to cooperation between governments and
international organizations, both governmental and non-governmental, among
which international non-governmental organizations are considered to be the most
active and effective group in solving global problems. The biggest manifestation of
this partnership in recent years is in the conditions and crisis caused by the spread
of the Covid-19 virus and the problems caused by it. Until now, it was much more
difficult without these international functions. As stated earlier, since the ultimate
goal of all actions by all institutions of the international community is to protect the
rights of human beings and create peace, security, tranquility and prosperity for the
lives of people on the planet, by referring to the laws and regulations and The
principles of international law require the cooperation and participation of all
international actors and even international non-governmental organizations in the
problems and issues created to achieve this sacred goal, especially in the conditions
of insufficient and ineffective actions of governments and international
organizations for various reasons, the most important of which Protecting the
integrity of sovereignty and authority and preferring one's own interests is a
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necessary and unavoidable matter. In the end, if we want to answer the questions
raised, it will not be an exaggeration if we consider the all-round role of
international non-governmental organizations as an irreplaceable and undeniable
role and their performance commendable. These organizations try to save the world
by entering the health, cultural, social and economic fields and influencing the
procedures of governments and international organizations and reforming them in
different ways, in the fields of prevention and control of the Covid-19 epidemic
and reducing its harmful effects. From this devastating calamity, they have to
somehow prove the benefits of their existence and presence and show off their
abilities to the world community. In the author's opinion, reflecting on the current
conditions of the world, what we will witness in the world politics in the post-
corona era is the declaration of the helplessness of countries in fighting global
challenges and the need for coordinated cooperation and solidarity with other
international institutions, including non-governmental organizations, and
impossible measures. We will deny these organizations in all fields with all our
strength and motivation, from identifying problems to consensus and exchanging
opinions and implementing agreed programs. It is subject to international laws and
regulations, but through cooperation and coordination with other responsible
international institutions such as the United Nations Security Council, presenting
reports, forming research commissions and following up and awakening the world
opinion, it can also create executive power for itself and achieve great success.
Finally, the fight against Covid-19 is a joint effort, cooperation and partnership,
and an experience and experiment for everyone to fight against a problem against
humanity among all actors of international law, regardless of their rank, position,
and power, and a testimony to express collective social responsibility in The
opposite is respect for the humanity of people beyond their race and nationality.
Now, after a period of time has passed since the spread of this global disaster,
when we look at the successes achieved, we are happy about this victory and pride
in this test, and we hope for the future of humanity, and we see the arrival of the
time of peace closer.
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1. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
https://www.unhcr.org/asia/news/stories/2020/4/5e79e2410/live-blog-refugees-covid-19
crisis.html?query=corona —(last visited on 11 June2021)

2. www.unhcr.org/asia/news/stories
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https://www.bond.org.uk/news - (last visited on 12 April - 2021)
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