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A descriptive-analytical perspective on the role of women in
Kurdish Myths based on Vladimir Propp's Model

Hadi Yousefi '*
Shiva Mohammadi 2

Abstract

Myths, as one of the essential components of popular literature,
encompass culture and its dimensions, including the thoughts, beliefs,
customary and ethical rules, as well as the perspectives and worldview
of society. They convey a significant portion of the culture of nations
to future generations through written and oral forms, utilizing simple
and comprehensible language and tone. Women, as part of the human
community, have always played an active role in the realm of myths,
engaging in behaviors that are either performed by them or attributed to
them. These actions are referred to in Propp's model as "functions,” and
the totality of these functions reflects the image of women in the myths
of a nation. The present writing aims to descriptively and analytically
examine the image of women and their functions in Kurdish myths,
drawing on Vladimir Propp's model, and to explore the roots and factors
influencing societal attitudes toward women from this perspective using
library resources. Based on the research findings, women in Kurdish
myths appear in roles such as daughter, wife, mother, maidservant, old
woman, stepmother, neighbor, mother-in-law, aunt, and so on, with
frequency order according to their presence. In terms of functions and
roles, they perform as malevolent, heroines, princesses, false heroes,
benefactors, senders, and helpers. The role of "daughter™ has the highest
frequency among the characters in Kurdish myths, while "malevolence™
ranks as the most frequent function, indicating the society's negative
perception of women and their behaviors.

Keywords: Propp, morphology, Kurdish myth, women, function.
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