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Abstract

The process of translating sacred texts such as Nahj al-Balagha, which holds literary and
historical significance, often presents translators with numerous challenges. One such challenge
is the translation of the tamyeez structure. Tamyeez introduces ambiguity to a noun and then
clarifies it, thereby imparting an emphatic meaning to the word, although it is not considered a
core component of the sentence. Consequently, translators are compelled to implement various
lexical and grammatical modifications to convey the intended meaning while maintaining
the fluency and clarity of the translation. Translation theorists regard the quality of these
modifications as a standard for evaluating the acceptability of a translation. One of the prominent
theories in this field is Catford’s Theory of Translation Shifts (1965), which categorizes shifts
into lexical and grammatical types to ensure accurate equivalence in translation. This study,
employing a descriptive-analytical method and based on Catford's Theory of Formal Shifts,
examines Hossein Emadzadeh’s translation of the tamyeez structure in Nahj al-Balagha. The
findings indicate that although most instances of tamyeez were translated in accordance with
Catford's various levels of formal shifts—lexical, grammatical, and structural—in some
passages, the addition of irrelevant content, misinterpretation of meaning, or misrepresentation
of the emotional and motivational tone led to inaccurate translations, resulting in the loss of
textual coherence.
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