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Abstract

The present research aims to address the fundamental question: “On what principles and
regulations is the understanding of Islamic texts based from the perspective of Imami ijtihad
established?” The methodology of this study is descriptive-analytical. To answer this important
question, it is essential to recognize that the understanding of Islamic texts is one of the most
crucial functions of Islamic jurists (fugaha). In the science of usul (principles of jurisprudence),
extensive discussions have been raised regarding the role of the author’s intention in the
implications of the text, to the extent that the necessity of uncovering the intention from the
apparent wording and the determination of the meaning of the text is accepted by all scholars of
usul. It is a well-established fact that, in comprehension and mutual understanding, it is
imperative to uncover the definite and foundational meaning of the text, which is the intended
meaning of the author. All scholars of usul agree that the role of interpretation (tafsir) and the
interpreter (mufassir) in understanding the text, in general, and in comprehending the Quran and
prophetic traditions (sunnah) in particular, is an exploratory role that uncovers the intention and
aim of the author through the text’s implications. If the intention and aim of the author are not
revealed through the text, but rather something else is deduced, it is no longer termed an
interpretation of the text. The findings of the research indicate that there are three essential
and fundamental elements in the understanding of Islamic texts: the text, the author, and the
interpreter. Each of these three components also possesses specific conditions and regulations
based on the distinct methodology of Imami ijtihad, which are elucidated and analyzed in this
study.
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