Linguistic Studies of Islamic Text

Vol. 1, No. 1, 2024

Linguistic and Semantic Research on the
Relationship between Text and Image

Seyyed Zahra Asadi Aghbalaghi

PhD student, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Qom Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Qom, Iran. Kingshah555ufh@gmail.com

Abstract

This study aims to investigate the relationship between verbal text and image through the
discourse analysis method of semiotics and semantics. The theories regarding the relationship
between text and image suggest that the production of meaning is the result of the
interconnectedness or intrinsic relationship between the text and image. What leads to the
production of meaning in the interaction of the two semiotic systems, written and visual, is their
role within a discursive framework. The semantic analysis of jahl (ignorance) in the lexicon of
the Jahiliyyah period indicates that this term was primarily opposed to hilm (forbearance) and
was rarely synonymous with ignorance. With the revelation of the Quran and the introduction of
the term jahl within it, the term was not only opposed to hilm but also aligned with ‘ilm
(knowledge) and ‘aql (intellect). However, in the Quranic semantic system, the main collocate of
jahl is kufr (disbelief), which is directly or indirectly opposed to Islam. When the term
""semiotic-semantic" is used, it does not refer to a mere superficial connection between text and
image; rather, it concerns any type of semiotic relationship with regard to meaning. It is
impossible to separate written and visual texts from each other. Specialized semiotic-semantic
analysis within specific fields such as literature and art is employed in text analysis, whereas
general semiotics deals with broader discussions of semiotic semantics and its various methods.
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