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Abstract

Baba Taher-Oryan, poet and mystic of 4th-5th centuries AH, symbolizes
Hamedan’s literary heritage, boosting literary tourism.The Baba Taher Mausoleum in
Baba Taher Square, designed by Mohsen Foroughi (1965), is on Iran’s National
Heritage List. Its architecture blends traditional (7th-8th centuries AH) and modern
styles, attracting many tourists annually. Quatrains on marble stones and spiritual
ambiance offer a literary-mystical experience. The monument enhances Hamedan’s
cultural identity and local economy via jobs like handicraft sales. Near Alavian Dome
and Hegmataneh Hill, it complements tourism routes.This descriptive-analytical study
examines its role in literary tourism, challenges, and opportunities. Findings suggest
improving tourism infrastructure, hosting literary festivals, and using virtual reality can
strengthen its impact.

Keywords: literary tourism, Baba Taher, Hamedan, literary heritage, literary figures
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Abstract

The strategic location of the Isfahan plain in Iran’s political, economic, and
military geography has consistently drawn the attention of conquerors. This region has
frequently been plundered by the inhabitants of the Zagros Mountains, yet it has always
been rapidly rebuilt. The presence of Shah-Dezh fortress atop Mount Soffeh, as a
natural and strategic stronghold, has always played a key role in defending the area.
This study explores the importance of the fortress during the Seljuk period and
introduces some of the remaining tourist attractions from that era on Mount Soffeh.
Research based on library and field studies shows that Shah-Dezh, with foundations
from the Sassanid era, was restored and expanded during Malik-Shah’s reign. The
Ismailis briefly seized the fortress and used it against the Seljuks. Shah-Dezh stands as a
strategic and defensive symbol of the connection between geography and political
change in the Seljuk era. Its commanding position atop Mount Soffeh has played a vital
role in shaping the history and security of the region.

Keywords: Isfahan, Mount Soffeh, Shah-Dezh, Ismailis, Ahmad ibn Abd al-Malik
Ataash, Soffeh Tourism
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Abstract

The present study aims to identify the factors influencing the acceptance and
expansion of Holy Defense tourism and to propose a TISM for achieving a holistic and
systematic perspective on this subject. To achieve this goal, after reviewing related
studies, the key factors affecting the acceptance and growth of religious tourism,
particularly Holy Defense tourism, were identified. Then, by employing purposive
sampling of experts and collecting questionnaire responses, a self-interaction matrix
was developed using the TISM method. Next, the relationships among these factors
were analyzed, and the hierarchical structuring of the variables was conducted. Finally,
through MICMAC analysis, variables were categorized based on their influence and
dependency levels. The results of the TISM ranked 15 key factors influencing the
development of Holy Defense tourism across four levels. Among these, “political
authenticity and integrity,” “safety and security,” and “economic conditions”
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stability,
were recognized as the most influential factors, positioned at the third and fourth levels.
Additionally, based on the MICMAC analysis, most of the variables were identified as
linking factors, while only three, namely, “safety and security,” “political stability,” and
“economic conditions”, were classified as independent and key variables. Policymakers
can promote Holy Defense tourism by organizing joint tours and inviting international
tourists to visit these historical sites. This not only helps preserve the cultural
authenticity of these locations but also enhances tourism attraction efforts. Furthermore,
providing well-documented and scholarly narratives through expert guides and credible
multimedia content can offer visitors a richer and more immersive experience.

Keywords: religious tourism, Holy Defense Tourism, Total Structural-Interpretive
Modeling (TISM), MICMAC Analysis
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Abstract

Geotourism, as a type of sustainable tourism, has positive economic and
environmental impacts. This study uses the M-GAM model to examine five geosites in
Bushehr, including the scenic palm groves, the beautiful Jafrah pier, the large TV Park,
the transparent and shell beach, and the salty Jashak Mountain. Using 30 questionnaires
distributed to tourists and local experts, the necessary information was collected and
statistical analyses were performed using ARC GIS, Excel, SPSS.26, and PLS software.
The results showed that tourism values have the highest score (0.925) and scientific-
educational values have the lowest score (0.420). The beautiful Jafrah pier has the
highest score in the field of natural and man-made values, and the scenic palm groves
have the highest score in other functional values. This study emphasizes strengthening
tourism infrastructure and improving services in this region to maximize the high
potential of geosites for tourism development. Finally, it is suggested that the protection
of geosites be considered as a serious priority to strike a balance between development
and environmental protection.

Keywords: geotourism, Bushehr, geosite, M-GAM
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Abstract

Meritocracy has been one of the major issues in the hotel industry for the past
several years. However, so far, no comprehensive research has been conducted in the
Iranian hotel industry in this regard. The aim of this study is to identify the criteria
affecting meritocracy in the Iranian hotel industry, as well as to design a matrix of
criteria based on the importance-performance model. The findings showed that the
criteria for effective leadership of working teams, the ability to make decisions in
critical situations, the delivery of excellent services in industry, awareness of new
developments, the ability to think creatively and the ability to provide business
intelligence, leading changes and innovation support are of high priorities and need to
be improved at the next opportunity. Analyzing the competencies of tourism managers
as a basis for their selection and training in Iran, focusing on creative skills, leading
change and decision making in critical situations, is necessary to improve the
performance and survival of tourism establishments.

Keywords: tourism, meritocracy, hospitality, performance importance analysis,
meritocracy model
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Abstract

The aim of the present study is to evaluate the degree of conformity of the
architectural pattern of schools in Ahvaz with the ideal and desirable architectural
pattern obtained from climate indicators. In this study, the research method is a
combination of descriptive-analytical one. According to the meteorological data used in
the Mahani and Evans indices, it can be concluded that the climate comfort situation in
Ahvaz is at its best in November and March, and there is no need for heating and
cooling devices in these two months. By field surveys and selecting random samples
from schools in Ahvaz, the orientation of school buildings was determined using
compass and photography, and the most appropriate pattern for designing educational
buildings was extracted using climate consultant software. The results of the study
showed that the north and south directions were the two dominant directions in the
selected sample of old schools with an age of more than 20 years, but in newly
established schools with an age of less than 10 years, the south direction was
significantly more than other directions. In general, the north and south directions had
the largest share in the orientation of the schools with 40 and 37 percent of the selected
samples, respectively.

Keywords: evaluation, school architectural pattern, climate indicators
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