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Introduction
One of the very important aspects of Persian language and literature is folk literature, which stands in contrast to classical literature. Folk tales and poems are the most appropriate sources for understanding the culture and temperament of the general populace. Persian folk literature, like classical literature, includes two parts: poetry and prose. In classical literature, the goal of creating a work is to influence the reader’s emotions, and the writer composes a scientific, rational work; but in folk literature, the aim of creation is primarily to entertain the audience and to preserve and transmit the culture and traditions of a society.
One of the most important reasons for poets’ fame is the extent to which they employ aesthetic issues (figures of speech) and the content and types of themes they utilize in their works. Among these, another cause of poets’ fame is their influence by folk beliefs, since folk literature plays a significant role in written works (prose, poetry) and various styles, including the Azerbaijani style.
Although valuable research has been conducted in this area, and works examining folk elements in the Divans of poets of the Azerbaijani style exist, no case specifically addressing the title “Folk Elements in the Divan of Falaki Sharvani” has been found. In fact, this research is among the first works in this field.
The purpose of this research is to investigate and analyze the folk elements and types of themes and images that Falaki Sharvani created in his Divan. The absence of research in this area confirms the necessity of this topic.
In this abstract, first, a definition of folk literature and its collection history is provided; then a brief introduction to Falaki Sharvani is given, and finally, an attempt is made to demonstrate, through a close reading of his poems, the reflection of folk elements and prevailing beliefs in Falaki’s Divan.
Folk literature has existed since the organization of human societies and has long formed an important part of people’s daily lives, serving as a rich source of culture and art. This type of literature provides valuable insights into the values, beliefs, and lifestyles of people. As societies grew more complex and literacy became widespread, folk literature attracted scholarly attention, prompting researchers to collect and study it.
Key messages conveyed through folk literature—often in the form of poems, proverbs, stories, myths, similes, and allegories—include the use of reason and wisdom as powerful tools for overcoming difficulties; hope and trust in God as a means of enduring hardships; contentment and moderation; a simple life free from greed; respect for elders and learning from their experiences; kindness and empathy rather than resentment; honesty and truthfulness as foundational principles of human relationships; and, ultimately, the importance of hard work and avoidance of laziness.
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Folk Literature as Cultural Heritage
Folk literature is a valuable heritage passed down from previous generations over centuries. Its primary audience is the general public. It plays a crucial role in transmitting a society’s values, beliefs, and customs. As a reflection of national identity, folk literature can be a powerful tool for strengthening cultural self-awareness. Despite its simple and colloquial language, it also has entertaining, educational, and moral dimensions.
Folk literature forms one of the most important branches of Persian language and literature, standing in contrast to classical literature. Folk tales and poems are ideal sources for understanding the culture and spirit of the people. Like classical literature, Persian folk literature includes both prose and verse. However, while classical literature seeks to influence the emotions of its readers or serves as a vehicle for scientific or philosophical expression, the primary aim of folk literature is entertainment and the preservation and transmission of culture and tradition.
The Role of Folk Beliefs in Poetry
A major factor in the fame of poets is the aesthetic appeal and content of their work, including the imaginative devices they employ. One lesser-known but important factor is the incorporation of folk beliefs. Folk literature has significantly influenced written works (both prose and poetry) across various styles, including the Azerbaijani style.
Style refers to a poet's unique method of expressing ideas. Generally, there are two main types: personal style, which reflects an individual poet's expression, and period style, which includes the shared features of writers and poets in a specific historical period. One such style is the Azerbaijani style, associated with poets from the northwest of Iran, particularly the regions of Aran and Azerbaijan.
Falaki Shirvani and Folk Elements
Najm al-Din Abu’l-Nizam Muhammad Falaki Shirvani was a prominent 6th-century (Islamic calendar) poet. He adopted the pen name Falaki due to his early interest in astronomy. He apparently spent his entire life in Shirvan, at the court of the Shirvanshahs. Unfortunately, little reliable information is available about the details of his life.
Falaki was a follower of the Azerbaijani style and made extensive use of folk elements in his poetry. He vividly portrayed folk beliefs through imaginative tools such as similes and metaphors. Some of these beliefs involved mythical beings and supernatural phenomena, such as:
· Peri (fairy): In Iranian folklore, a peri is an intelligent, angel-like creature with magical powers—sometimes beautiful and gentle, sometimes symbolic of the soul or spirit, and often a force for good in opposition to demons or evil spirits. In Persian literature, the peri is a symbol of beauty.
· Fountain of Life (Cheshmeh-ye Hayvan): A mythical spring that grants immortality to those who drink from it. This motif, found in both verse and prose, is often associated with legendary figures.
· Stars and Planets: Celestial bodies such as Mercury (‘Atarad or Tir) appear frequently in his work. In Iranian mythology, Mercury is regarded as the "scribe of the heavens," recording celestial events. The belief in the influence of stars and planets on human life has been widespread, with ancient people believing celestial movements could bring fortune or misfortune.
· Magic and Sorcery: Common in Persian literature, magic appears both in epic poetry (representing supernatural forces in battle) and in mystical poetry (as metaphors for spiritual transformation). In folk tales, magic serves as a thrilling element of surprise or the force behind a hero’s transformation—rooted in people's fears, hopes, and aspirations.
· Evil Eye (Cheshm-zakhm): This widespread belief, referenced by Falaki Shirvani among others, holds that envy can cause harm. Many cultures have sought remedies, such as burning esfand (wild rue) or offering sacrifices, to ward it off.
Other lesser-known folkloric elements such as duvalpa (a mythical creature), jinn, bakhtak (sleep paralysis demon), hamzad (spiritual twin), and afrit (demon) appear less frequently in Persian literature.
Conclusion
Folk literature is the most fitting source for understanding people's emotions, morals, and beliefs, and it remains a treasured legacy of past knowledge and experience.
Purpose and Methodology of the Research
The purpose of this study is to examine and analyze the folk elements, themes, and imagery used by Falaki Shirvani in his divan (collected works), and to assess the significance of folk literature in the poetry of Azerbaijani-style poets. The research follows a descriptive and analytical method: first, verses containing folk elements were collected, then interpreted and analyzed.
Findings and Final Thoughts
Folk beliefs have endured despite scientific and technological advances. Beliefs such as astrology, sorcery, the evil eye, omens associated with animals or numbers, and lucky birds persist today. These ideas, deeply rooted in the human psyche, often arise from a desire to escape despair and misfortune. To ward off the evil eye, people would burn wild rue or offer sacrifices; to protect against magic, they carried amulets and prayers.
Such beliefs are widely reflected in Persian literature, including the Azerbaijani style. The strong connection between literary and colloquial language has enabled poets—especially those of the 6th century and Azerbaijani school—to engage with these ideas meaningfully.
In Falaki Shirvani’s divan, the influence of folk beliefs is unmistakable. Understanding such beliefs is key to interpreting Persian poetry accurately. This study attempted to identify and analyze the folk elements referenced by the poet with supporting examples.
The reflection of folk beliefs in literary works shows the connection between poets and their communities, and their familiarity with everyday life. The examples cited here are drawn from 1,200 surviving verses of Falaki’s work, though sources attribute over 7,000 verses to him. What is certain is Falaki’s mastery in using folk elements. His language is delicate yet powerful when needed, and he skillfully uses simile and metaphor to portray folk beliefs in a beautiful and engaging manner.


