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Trying to move from the current situation to the desired situation is actually the definition of development, and empowerment means increasing the power, authority, self-confidence, and capacity of individuals or groups to control their lives, which is one of the concepts related to the field of sociology and development. Social empowerment, as one of the requirements of sustainable development, stands on the shoulders of socio-cultural values, and the social analysis of development and empowerment as contemporary concepts is not possible, regardless of the socio-cultural contexts in which they are raised. From a historical perspective, the question arises as to how the improvement of the social life of individuals has been pursued in Iranian literature? Does the mental meanings of speakers and writers tend towards passivity and despair, or is it alert, critical, and pragmatic towards the problems of society and seeks improvement? Therefore, the general question is what is the relationship between the concepts contained in classical literature and the concept of empowerment? The above question is particularly relevant for the authors that have considered social issues and paid attention to the ways of life of people and rulers. The study of Saadi's literature has been considered from this perspective, as many of Saadi's sayings have become proverbs of Persian speakers. The study of social concepts (empowerment) in literary texts requires the definition of frameworks that provide an understanding of the relationship between the aforementioned areas. Basically, culture has multiple functions in societies, and literature, as part of the art and culture of each land, has an important part of these functions, including: creating social solidarity, transmitting values ​​and norms, shaping individual and collective identity, and helping to adapt to the environment. Culture also acts as a source of meaning and identity for individuals and helps them understand their place in the world around them. In the Talcott Parsons model, culture is considered as one of the four basic systems (AGIL) that are essential for the survival of a social system. These four systems include adaptation, goal achievement, integration, and pattern maintenance. Culture in this model plays an important role in maintaining the integrity of the social system and guiding the behavior of individuals through values, norms, and symbols, and literature, as an important part of culture, has these general characteristics. On the other hand, social empowerment is the process in which marginalized or powerless individuals or groups find tools and opportunities to access resources, make decisions, and influence society. The goal is to reduce inequality and increase social participation. In empowerment, increasing decision-making power, developing skills, a sense of responsibility, increasing self-efficacy, innovation, creating job satisfaction, improving performance, and conserving resources are among the central concepts. If we accept that the values ​​and rules of an era, through culture, art, and literature, encourage a certain type of attitude and behavior and prevent another type of it through positive or negative judgment or through advice and counsel, then they can reflect a picture of the common inter-mental concepts of the society of that historical period and through this channel also provide a source of data and information for studying the trends of development of cultural-social issues. Poems and works related to the concept of empowerment in Saadi's literature (Bustan and Golestan) have also been examined within the framework of the aforementioned perspective. This research is an analytical-descriptive study that has prepared its data using a library method and attempts to achieve an understanding of the cultural-historical space in this regard by matching the values ​​and concepts considered in Saadi's classical literature with the axes of the modern concept of empowerment. Meanwhile, new post-development perspectives, by criticizing classical development and its harmful consequences for humans and nature, emphasize the need to move from the current situation to the desired one, to refer to local and regional capabilities and to benefit from cultural, environmental and biological diversity with the participation of social groups. From this perspective, it is also important to pay attention to classical literature in order to recognize, express and utilize the potential cultural capacities that have faded over time, because classical literature was created in an environment free from the invasion and cultural domination of the information and communication age.
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