
 

 
 Received:  08/08/2024 

 
Accepted: 28/09/2024 

 

Journal of  New Ideas in The Geographical Sciences 
Sanad.iau.ir/journal/ntigs 

ISSN: 2981-1473 

Volume 3, Issue 7, September 2024 

 
 
 

  

The Role of Urban Policy in Selecting Top Tourist Regions 

(Case Study: Mahshahr City) 
 

Somaye Asadi 
Ph.D Student, Climatology , Department of Geography, Ahvaz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Ahvaz, 

Iran 
11Gabriel Ghorbanian  

Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Ahvaz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Ahvaz, Iran 

 Reza Borna 
Department of Geography, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran 

 Jafar Morshedi 
Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Ahvaz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Ahvaz, Iran 

 Manochehr Javanmardi 
Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Ahvaz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Ahvaz, Iran 

 

 

Abstract 

Sustainable development is one of the key objectives of the tourism industry in any country, and 

this industry is influenced by economics, politics, and geography, with its development also 

impacting each region. Sustainable development in tourist areas accelerates the national 

development process through policies that preserve resources and the environment in each 

region. The aim of this research is to examine the role of urban policy in selecting top tourist 

regions and evaluating the criteria and capabilities of tourist destinations in the city of 

Mahshahr. The analytic hierarchy Process (AHP) model and a likert scale questionnaire were 

used in this research. Firstly, the questionnaires were distributed and their data were analyzed. 

After obtaining the compatibility of the criteria, the weights of each criterion and option were 

determined and then analyzed. The findings of this study indicate that among the factors of 

gravity, value, distance, and selected demand for tourism in the study area, the demand criterion 

has been assigned the highest weight (0.54) and the attraction criterion has been assigned the 

lowest weight (0.06) in tourism. Furthermore, the final ranking of selected tourist areas in 

Mahshahr has shown that bandar imam Khomeini and Aram Park Lake, with scores of 0/354 

and 0/29 respectively, are ranked first and second in priority, while the historical city of Esk is 

ranked seventh in a lower position. Therefore, making informed decisions based on tourism 

criteria has a significant impact on economic activities, and the demand criterion has a more 

significant impact on regional tourism development. 
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Extended Abstract 

Introduction 

Geotourism, as a subfield of nature-based tourism, possesses significant potential for land 

development and the sustainability of natural resources. The development of the tourism 

industry and the income generated from it have created a competitive environment among 

countries. In many parts of the world, the tourism and travel industry has become a vital source 

of revenue, prompting efforts to leverage the geoclimatic capabilities of various regions to 

achieve sustainable development. Sustainable tourism development is a key objective of the 

tourism industry, aimed at empowering local communities economically and socially, as 

individuals seek to visit these remarkable natural attractions. The introduction of environmental 

landscapes facilitates the development of this industry in the studied region. Consequently, the 

relationship between tourism science and environmental sciences has led to the emergence of 

special tourism areas, attracting numerous visitors. Therefore, prime tourism areas positively 

impact the economic lives of local residents and help establish their identity. The aim of this 

research is to examine the role of urban policy in selecting prime tourism areas and to evaluate 

the criteria and capabilities of tourist sites in Mahshahr City. The hypothesis of this research 

posits that there is a significant correlation between tourism criteria and options, with a demand 

coefficient for visiting historical sites being a primary focus for prime tourism areas. This 

research is essential as the tourism industry in our country has evolved into a dynamic and 

comprehensive sector, achieving remarkable successes, and efforts have been made to generate 

revenue for sustainable tourism. 
 

Data and Methodology 

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method, utilizing documentary and survey data 

collection techniques, and is applied in nature. The Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) model, 

Expert Choice software, and a Likert scale questionnaire were used in this study. Initially, 40 

questionnaires were distributed among tourism specialists and professors, and the data were 

collected and analyzed. After achieving consistency among the criteria, the weight of each 

criterion and option was determined, followed by analysis and visualization. One of the best 

multi-criteria decision-making techniques is the Analytic Hierarchy Process, first introduced by 

Thomas L. Saaty in the 1970s. This model identifies criteria and options, evaluates the 

consistency of the criteria, and if consistent, calculates the weights of the options within a 

structured framework. In this method, subjective judgments are assigned numerical values, 

allowing for the identification of variables with the highest value. To implement this method, the 

importance coefficients of the criteria and options were determined, and scores were calculated 

to achieve consistency. 
 

Results and Discussion  

In the governance of any region and the formulation of tourism strategies, identifying key factors 

influencing sustainable tourism development is essential. This research examines the criteria and 

sub-criteria of tourism, targeting the sustainable tourism development of Mahshahr City. If the 

desired outcomes are not achieved, the tourism criteria and sub-criteria of the studied region 

can be revised to enhance tourism. Development and investment in tourism must be 
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 accompanied by cultural and social considerations, emphasizing the health and well-being of 

local residents while avoiding environmental pollution and the degradation of natural and 

human environments. This research aims to determine the best decision-making for tourism 

areas in Mahshahr City, with the prioritization of tourist sites being part of the urban 

management process in the studied region. Given that the most critical aspects of tourism 

planning are based on accessibility, attractions, etc., these criteria can be considered in economic, 

social, and environmental contexts to make informed decisions. Therefore, today, multi-criteria 

decision-making models are employed to clarify location issues and prioritize them, allowing for 

the involvement of multiple decision-makers with various objectives and criteria. In this study, 

the AHP model was utilized with different objectives and criteria to prioritize the tourist 

attractions of Mahshahr City. Ultimately, the weights obtained from pairwise comparisons were 

combined, and their final weights were calculated. 
 

Conclusion 

The results of the research indicate that the consistency ratio among the criteria of attraction, 

value, accessibility, and demand for the studied tourism area shows that the demand criterion 

has the highest weight (0.54), while the attraction criterion has the lowest weight (0.06). 

Analyzing the tourism options in relation to the demand criterion reveals that Khour Coastal 

Park has the highest weight (0.43), while the historical city of Isk has the lowest weight (0.027) 

among all selected options. Regarding the accessibility criterion, Imam Khomeini Port has the 

highest weight (0.37), and Khour Coastal Park has the lowest weight (0.027). In terms of the 

value criterion, Imam Khomeini Port again has the highest weight (0.37), while Khour Coastal 

Park has the lowest weight (0.25). Concerning the attraction value criterion, Eram Park Lake 

has the highest weight (0.38), and Khour Coastal Park has the lowest weight (0.04) among all 

selected options. The final ranking of selected tourist areas in Mahshahr indicates that Imam 

Khomeini Port and Eram Park Lake are prioritized first and second, respectively, with scores 

of 0.354 and 0.29, while the historical city of Isk is ranked lower in seventh place. 
 

References 
1. Abbasi., R. Moeini., H. & Sadat Nasiri., S. (2020). Identification and prioritization of factors affecting the 

success of desert tourism branding: A case study of the Qom Salt Lake, Journal of Tourism and 

Development, 9(3), 173-189. ( in Persian) 

2. Abedini., M. Hemmati., T. Nazafat Takleh., B. & Khiyati., A. (2022). Evaluation of the capabilities for 

sustainable tourism development of geomorphosites along the Sabalan tourist route at Heyran Pass using 

the Komensky and Paolova models, Quarterly Journal of Tourism Space, Islamic Azad University, 

Malayer Branch, 11(44), 19-38. ( in Persian) 

3. Abrar Khorram., M. Estelaji., A.R. & Daniale., T. (2024). Evaluation of part of the old texture areas and 

introduction of the most suitable area compatible with historical and cultural uses (Case study: Central 

region of Hamadan), Journal of New Ideas in The Geographical Sciences, 2(5), 43-66. ( in Persian) 

4. Akbari., M. Boostan Ahmadi., V. Ansari., &  Sohrabi., M. (2022). Measuring the position of Islamic 

countries in terms of global travel and tourism competitiveness indices using the MABAC method, 

Regional Planning Scientific Journal, 12(45), 1-18. ( in Persian) 
5. Akbari., M. Khodadad, M. Mousazadeh., H. & Roodgar Safari., V. (2016). Assessment of the ecological 

potential of Tehran province for ecotourism development using Geographic Information System (GIS), 

Journal of Tourism Space, 6(21), 117-132. ( in Persian) 



 

 
 Received:  08/08/2024 

 
Accepted: 28/09/2024 

 

Journal of  New Ideas in The Geographical Sciences 
Sanad.iau.ir/journal/ntigs 

ISSN: 2981-1473 

Volume 3, Issue 7, September 2024 

 
 
 

 6. Badri., S.A. & Yari Hesari., A. (2009). Selection of sample tourism areas using the AHP method (Case 

study: Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad province), Journal of Geographical Research, 24(4), 55-85. ( in 

Persian) 

7. Chaghajardi., I. Mokhtari Malek Abadi., R. & Jalilian., L. (2022). Analyzing the role of the capabilities of 

counties in Isfahan province in the development of sports tourism, Journal of Geographic Sciences, Online 

publication January 1, 2023. ( in Persian) 

8. Darabi., H. (1993). Decision-making using AHP, Journal of Industrial Engineering, 1(2), 15-24. ( in 

Persian) 

9. Delbari., S.A. & Davoodi., S.R. (2012). Application of the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) technique in 

ranking indices for evaluating tourist attractions, Journal of Operations Research and its Applications, 9(2), 

57-79. ( in Persian) 

10. Duate., J.B. Talero-sarmiento., L.H. & Rodarigue- padillat., D.C. (2021). Mehodogical proposal for the 

idendification for tourist routes in a particular region through clustering techniques Heliyon, NIH Journal, 

7(4), e 06655. 

11. Farhadi Younki., M. & Imani Khoshkh., M.H. (2022). The impact of tourism infrastructure on tourist 

loyalty (Isfahan City), Quarterly Journal of Tourism and Development, Iranian Scientific Tourism 

Association, 11(1), 129-142. ( in Persian) 

12. Fathollahi., F. & Estelaji., A.R. (2019). Location analysis for a health village in Ramsar County using AHP 

and VIKOR models, Quarterly Journal of Geography (Regional Planning), 9(35), 533-545. ( in Persian) 

13. Feyzi Zadeh., B. Fathi., S. Gharaghie., H.R. & Pourmoradian., S. (2020). Assessment of urban readiness 

for tourism using multi-criteria decision-making analysis (GIS): A case study of Tabriz, Scientific Research 

Quarterly of Tourism and Development, 9(4), 139-152. ( in Persian) 

14. Gholami., Z. Ziyari., Y.A. & Iqbali., N. (2021). Strategic planning with a focus on the development of 

medical tourism in District 6 of Tehran, Journal of Geographic Sciences, 17(35), 42-75. ( in Persian) 

15. Hatefi., S.M. Kouhi Habibi., N. & Abdollahi., E. (2018). Evaluation of tourism hubs suitable for investment 

using the integrated fuzzy Shannon entropy model and fuzzy ARAS method, Scientific Quarterly Journal 

of Tourism Management Studies, 14(48), 269-302. ( in Persian) 

16. Khanzadeh., H. Rahnavard., F. Bamdad., N. & Mahmoudzadeh., S.M. (2022). Competitiveness of tourism 

in Iranian cities in the light of destination management, Journal of Tourism and Development, Scientific 

Association of Tourism and Development, 11(2), 79-98. ( in Persian) 

17. Kheiri., E. Marvati., M. Neshat., A. & Seyahati Ardakani., Gh. (2021). Determining potential and 

developing a tourism development strategy using a combined SWOT and AHP approach (Study area: 

Eshterankouh protected area), Environmental Science and Technology, 23(1), 1-16. ( in Persian) 

18. Lopez-Sanz., J.M. Penelas-Leguia., A. Gutierreza-Rodriguez., p. & Cuesta-Valino. P. (2021). 

Sustainable Development and Rural Tourism in Depopulated Areas, Land Journal, 10, 1-18. 

19. Masoudian., M. & Zare Abadi., Z. (2022). Evaluation of effective components in designing heritage 

tourism routes in the historical and cultural axis of Jolfa, Quarterly Journal of Tourism and Development, 

Scientific Association of Tourism and Development, Iranian Scientific Tourism Association, 11(4), 33-49. 

( in Persian) 

20. Mohadd., A. Amanpour., S. & Naderi., K. (2012). Urban tourism marketing based on branding using the 

Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP): A case study of Kermanshah City, Journal of Spatial Planning, 1(3), 

17-36. ( in Persian) 

21. Naimati., V. Ebrahimpour., H. Marzban., S. & Nazafat Takleh., B. (2022). Investigating the factors 

affecting the development of health tourism in Tehran Province with a futures studies approach, Quarterly 

Journal of Environmental Sciences, 7(4), 5746-5756. ( in Persian) 



 

 
 Received:  08/08/2024 

 
Accepted: 28/09/2024 

 

Journal of  New Ideas in The Geographical Sciences 
Sanad.iau.ir/journal/ntigs 

ISSN: 2981-1473 

Volume 3, Issue 7, September 2024 

 
 
 

 22. Pelakampour., P. Bozorgi., M. & Moein., M. (2015). Using the AHP method for ranking sample tourism 

areas. Case study (Bazft, Chahakhor, and Saman in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province). International 

Conference on Scientific Research and Technology, December 14, 2015, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 1-13. ( 
in Persian) 

23. Peric., C. Dramicanin., S. & Gasic., M. (2020). impact of service quality on sotisfaction and loyalty 

of tourists in rural tourism of sumadija and western serbia. E conomics of Agriculture, 67(4), 1071-

1086. 

24. Rahdari., V. Safianian., A.R. Pourmanafi., S. Maleki., S. & Pourmoravan., V. (2022). Multi-criteria 

assessment of nature tourism capabilities using the weighted linear method and combining it with fuzzy 

methods, Scientific Research Journal of Tourism and Development, 11(11), 19-31. ( in Persian) 

25. Rosalina., P.D. Dupre., K. & Wang., Y. (2021). Rural tourism: A systematic literature review on defnitions 

and challenges, Journal of Hospitality and Tourism Management,Vol. 47 , PP. 134–149. 

26. Saaty., T. L. (2005). The Analytical hierarchy Process.Planing Priority, Resource Allocation, TWS 

puplication, USA. 15. 

27. Sadeghi., T. & Behzad., A. (2019). The role of eco-geomorphology in the expansion of ecotourism areas 

using AHP and VIKOR models (Case study: Ardabil County), Quarterly Journal of Geographic Space in 

Tourism, 8(31), 57-72. ( in Persian) 

28. Sadeghi., Z. Monjazi., N. Zangeneh., A. & Abdollahi., M. (2024). Combining the AHP approach with GIS 

for selecting landfill sites for construction and demolition waste (Case study: Haftgel County, Khuzestan 

Province), Journal of New Ideas in The Geographical Sciences, 2(5), 89-108. ( in Persian) 
29. Soor., A. Arzani., H. Tavili., A. & Asadi Nilan., O. (2012). Prioritizing effective criteria for selecting 

suitable tourism locations using the Analytic Hierarchy Process, First National Conference on Strategies 

for Achieving Sustainable Development (Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Environment), Tehran 2012, 

Grand Hall of the Ministry of Interior, COI Code: 0336-SDCONF01. ( in Persian) 

30. Yang., J. Yang., R. Chen., M.H. (2021). Effects of rural revitalization on rural tourism, Journal of 

Hospitality and Tourism Management, 47 , 35–45. 

31. Zarei., M. Fatehmi., S.M.R. Mortazavi., M.S. Ghodoosi., J. & Sharareh Pour., E. (2014). Optimal location 

selection for tourism using AHP and TOPSIS methods (Case study: Qeshm Island), First International 

Conference on Strategic Development of Tourism in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Challenges and 

Perspectives, Jihad University, Tourism Research Institute, 252-364. ( in Persian) 

32. Zohrevandian., K. Ehsani., M. & Khosravi Zadeh., E. (2018). Ranking the influential components on the 

development of the sports tourism industry in Iran using the Analytic Hierarchy Process, Journal of Sports 

Management and Motor Behavior, 14(27), 29-42. ( in Persian) 

 

 

 


