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Abstract

Ethnobotany or botanical ethnography is the knowledge of documenting of traditional
unwritten information in order to make optimal use of resources and effeectively protect of
biodiversity and cultural information.Due to the diversity of vegetative cover in North Khorasan
province and also many traditional and scientific sources, a study in 2020 was carried out to
identify the medicinal plants of Maneh and Semelghan regions and use of the knowledge and
experience of the indigenous people to introduce the properties and unknowns dimension of
medicinal plants. Information about various aspects of plants such as traditional uses and how to
use and sampling time of plants by preparing a questionnaire in the form of face-to-face
interview and participatory observation were collected from experienced natives. The results of
the present study showed that out of 106 species of medicinal plants, 18 species belonged to the
Lamiaceae family, followed by the Asteraceae family with 17 species and the Apiaceae family
with 12 species respectively. Liquorice (Glycyrrhiza glabra L.) with 385 reports to relieve
digestive and respiratory problems and Chicory (Cichorium intybus L.) with 366 reports for
treatment of digestive and skin diseases and Mallow (Malva sylvestris L.) with 358 reports to
treat systematic and respiratory diseases showed the highest Use of Report, respectively. Also
Glycyrrhiza glabra with 0.98, Cichorium intybus with 0.95 and Thymus transcaspicus with 0.93
had the highest rate of Relative Frequency of Citation index, respectively. In terms of biological
form, 48 species of Hemicryptophytes, 21 species of Phanerophytes, 17 species of Therophytes,
12 species of Chameophytes and 8 species of Geophytes were identified in the region. The
findings of this study show that the ethnobotanical information of the people of this region can
provide a good basis for identifying the new therapeutic effects of plants, better use of medicinal
plants and their products.

Keywords: Ethnobotany, Use of Report Index (UR), Relative Frequency of Citation (RFC),
Informant Consensus Factor (ICF), North Khorasan
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