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Abstract

Love is one of the most fundamental subjects in Persian poetry and its platonic and romantic types
in poems of different poets have created excellent themes and beautiful interpretations. Love in lyric
works where the author manifests his inner feelings and emotions is the principal matter and ‘the
beloved’ takes the leading and decisive role and in fact is deemed as the central role in lyric literature.
Saadi Shirazi is a love poet, too who composes his poems about love and life, with the beloved being
the most significant theme in his ghazals (a poem with a fixed number of verses having a repeated
rhyme which is typically about the theme of love.) Vahshi Bafqi is also a love poet. However, these
two poets view ‘the beloved’ differently and the aim of this paper is to shed light on manifestation of
love and the beloved in ghazals of Saadi Shirazi and poems of VVahshi Bafqi. This paper studied love
and reflection thereof in literature, nature of love, different types of love, and characteristics of the
beloved in ghazals and ghazal composing. At the next step, the beloved and its characteristics in Saadi
Shirazi’s ghazals and in Occurrence school (a school in Persian poetry emerged in the first quarter of
the tenth century) and poems of Vahshi Bafqi were explored. The beloved in Saadi’s ghazals has a
transcendent position which occasionally approximates God, as depicted in Persian poetry; however,
it is mostly a romantic beloved. In Saadi’s ghazals, the lover is always utterly submitted to the beloved
and evidence courtesy; whereas, in most of Vahshi’s ghazals, contrary to the established poetic
custom of ghazal, the lover averts his eyes from the beloved and no longer yearns for the beloved’
coquetry and goes after another beloved.
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