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Comparison of Pictorial Descriptions of Nezami's Khosrow and Shirin

with the Beloved in Saadi's Ghazals

Rozita Jafari, PhD holder of Persian Language and Literature, Shahrekord Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Shahrekord, Iran
Naghmeh Mo’azeni, PhD holder of Persian Language and Literature, Shahrekord Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Shahrekord, Iran
Abstract: Studies on the structure of romantic narratives in Persian literature show that a narrative
grammar consisting of three elements of love, namely beloved and lover, can be traced within the structure
of this literary genre. Accordingly, one of the elements of expressing love in lyrical texts is "resorting to
descriptions and images". But contemplation in lyrical texts of Persian literature suggests that such
illustrations and descriptions are different, depending on the work being narrative or non-narrative as well as
the views and attitudes of the poet. So the comparison of the descriptions in Saadi's ghazals (the non-
narrative text) with Nezami's Khosrow and Shirin (narrative text) clearly illustrates the fact. Therefore, the
study is to compare the descriptions in Saadi's ghazals with Nezami's Khosrow and Shirin. According to the
results, the investigation of pictorial descriptions in Khosrow and Shirin and the descriptions of the beloved
in Saadi's ghazals represent a dramatic transformation in Persian love poetry, which is more than anything
else the result of changes in the attitudes and stylistic views of the two poets as well as the type of narration
of the two literary works. Sa’adi mostly adheres to describing the apparent details and inner states of the
beloved, while descriptions in Nezami's poetry serves the scene and expresses a narrative issue. The beloved
holds a high status in Persian poetry. The poet uses common descriptions in language to describe the beloved
just like the other images. Saadi's ghazals descriptions are abstract.

Keywords: Description, Image, Beloved, Saadi, Nezami.
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