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Abstract

The unauthorized use of synthetic dyes in food has raised health concerns. Determining the reasons of
unauthorized use of them can facilitate management and control actions and it also can be important step
to protect the health of the community. A questionnaire on the Analytic Hierarchy Process was used to
collect views of 138 persons of food staff in Kerman and health experts about the reasons for unauthorized
use of artificial colors. Both health experts and staff believed that the most important reason of
unauthorized use of artificial colors is economic criteria and the second criterion is awareness. Although
cheaper synthetic dyes and low public awareness were selected by experts as the most important sub-
criteria, client friendly and low awareness of food staff were selected by food staff. Economy and low
awareness are the most important criteria for the unauthorized use of synthetic dyes, so increasing public
and food staff awareness can be useful to decline unauthorized use of synthetic dyes. Effective inspection
and dealing decisively with offenders, food labeling and controlled distribution of synthetic dyes also can
help management of health problems.

Keywords: Analytical Hierarchy Process, Food hygiene, Adulteration, Synthetic dye
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