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Abstract

Antibiotics belong to a category of drugs called “antimicrobials,” and include medicines like
penicillin, tetracycline, and amoxicillin. These drugs are used to kill or inhibit the growth of
bacteria without causing significant harm to the host (such as a human or an animal). When
humans and animals are injected or introduced with antibiotics, the drugs accumulate in the
body. These accumulated drugs are called antibiotic residue. Antibiotic residue is detectible in
the blood, muscle tissue and body fluids, like milk which can be harmful for consumer’s health
aswell as dairy industries. The first study was carried out in 1962 in Iran. The results show an
increasing trend of antibiotics residue in milk over four decadesin the country. It seemsthat an
effective strategy to involve different dimensions of the matter that is government authorized
body, farmers and dairy industries for solving the problem is necessary.

Key words: Milk, Antibiotic residue, Iran
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