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Abstract

As a right-seeking minority in the Islamic world, as a reasonable and legitimate Sharia, Shia can influence
the great society with all intellectual and cultural differences. The strategic necessity of cultural
convergence in the Shiite world and avoiding deepening the gaps between the Shiites and Muslims of the
world needs double emphasis. A look at the history of the Shia imams, peace be upon them, in dealing
with intellectual opponents evokes a kind of diversity of thought and view of cultural diversity, and this
issue is the pride of Shiism, and even now Shia jurisprudence can be its flag bearer. The diversity of
thought and pluralism in the school of Shi'ite jurisprudence makes clear the necessity of comparative study
of cultural diversity. This research aims to adapt cultural diversity in Shia jurisprudence and Iran's
constitution with the principles of UNESCO to show the ability to preserve local values while accepting
and exploiting the values of other cultures. The findings of the research show that the UNESCO
Convention defines cultural diversity as the coexistence of diverse life patterns and value systems in
society, while there are limits on this diversity in Shia jurisprudence and the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Based on these restrictions, cultural diversity must be consistent with the principles of
Islam, public interests and the rights of others and these restrictions affect the way of intercultural
interactions.
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