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Political and social Transformations in Mashhad during the reign
of Malek Mahmud Sistani (1134-1139 ) A.H

Naser Chari, Mohammad Karim yosefjamli, Sohila Torabi farsani

Abstracts

Malek Mahmud Sistani, who ruled the Tun and Tabas regions at the
same time as the Afghan invasion of Isfahan, succeeded in dominating the
city of Mashhad and many parts of Khorasan for nearly four years.
Initially, he created a safe environment with fear by suppressing the
opposition in Mashhad. He then attacked other cities of Khorasan and
became one of the claimants to the monarchy in Persia by being crowned
and minted. Due to this authority, the danger of Abdalis and Uzbeks, who
had been threatening Khorasan and especially Mashhad for a long time,
was eliminated. Malek Mahmud’s encroachment on the property of the
Razavi shrine and the installation of a new Motavalli, as well as his
coercive treatment of his subjects and the collection of heavy taxes,
caused public dissatisfaction. Shah Tahmasb II finally besieged Mashhad
with the help of Nader-qoli AfSar and arrested and killed Malek Mahmud.
This research seeks to answer the question that what effects did Malek
Mahmud's domination have on the political and social situation in
Mashhad? The research method is historical (inductive) method and its
writing and compilation method is descriptive-analytical,and in this
research the grounds for the presence of Malek Mahmud in Mashhad have
been investigated. The findings of this study show that the city of
Mashhad, while surviving the invasions of Abdalis and Uzbek in this
period became one of the centers of political events in Iran and in the
continuation of this process became the capital of the Afsharid dynasty.

Key words: Mashhad, Safavids, Malek Mahmoud Sistani, Nader -qoli
Afsar, Shah Tahmasb II.



