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Harem role in the foreign policy of the Safavids
Kaivan Shafei/Anvar Kalandi/Masumeh Dorsar

Abstract:

Harem had always played a social and political roles throughout the
history of Iran and generally had influenced the political structure of the
country. And also, in the Safavid period, the Harem interfered in the
Internal and foreign policy of the country. This article wants to clear the
rates of impact and interference of harem on the foreign policy of the
Safavids, a problem that can be studied as one of the raised canon on the
act of decision making on the foreign policy of the Safavids. The findings
of our research shown that in this period the role of Harem in the foreign
policy of the Safavids was in Ups and downs condition. Before Shah
Abbas | the Harem had little interference in foreign policy in compared
with the period before him. But because of the king's new policy on
keeping and upbringing the princes in the harem, after him, a hidden
center of power that was composed of women and eunuchs had been
formed within the harem in which had important role in decision-making
and relevant issues on the foreign policy of the Safavids.

The research method in this article is based on analytical- descriptive
method and the way of data collecting is Libraries method.

Keywords: Harem, Women, Eunuchs, Foreign policy, Safavids.






