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A Study of the Characters of J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter Based on Erich Fromm’s
ideas of Positive Freedom and Love

Faezeh Hormoznejad!, Ayoub Dabiri?

Abstract

This research studied J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Order of Phoenix, Harry Potter
and the Half-Blood Prince and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows based on Erich
Fromm’s ideas of positive freedom or acceptance of freedom. Based on Fromm’s ideas in
Escape from Freedom, Harry and his friends are spontaneous and free individuals who
move to positive freedom stage. In his Art of loving Fromm explores the ways which lead to
this stage. He believed that love and productive work are the ways leading to self-
independence and integration. On the other hand, self-destruction is the negative freedom
which destroys self-integration. Love according to Fromm is giving, not receiving and the
mature love is the one which is accompanied with care, responsibility, respect and
knowledge and ultimately leads to integration. This research studied Harry Potter novels
which are about a boy who didn’t misuse others and friends while he was undoubtedly
popular in magical world and he not only protected them but also scarified his own life
when he understood the truth that the defeat of VVoldemort was dependent on his own death.
He chose love and sacrifice in contrast to Tom Riddle who had changed his identity to
Voldemort because he hated common things and names. He did not have any real friends,
posed power in the worst destructive ways, tortured others and murdered them because he
considered them as threats to his own goal of reaching immortality.

Keywords: positive freedom, negative freedom, mature love
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