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Eastern Anatolian pottery of the Achaemenid Period is quite different
from its predecessor Urartian pottery - in techniques and forms. With
the collapse of the Urartian Kingdom and the spread of Achaemenids
in Anatolia, we can speak of a newly developing pottery culture. The
monochrome, glossy red slipped pottery of Urartu was replaced by
monochrome and polychrome painted pottery in miscellaneous
forms. After the collapse of the Urartian Kingdom, the culture of
Eastern Anatolia was gradually changed and over time, the old
culture, developed by the official state, disappeared. This process did
not occur instantaneously. Rather, it appears that a couple of centuries
were needed for such a reshaping. Historically, Urartian influence
still exists in the early phase of the Late Iron Age, which coincides
with the Median dominance period. This phase is considered to be
associated with a post-Urartian/Median period, which can be placed
among the painted wares of Urartu and the Late Iron Age. Within the
scope of this study, we succeeded in coming to certain conclusions
concerning ceramic finds, which were obtained from the excavation
sites in the region where architecture could not have been sufficiently
examined. In the post-Urartian/Median phase, manufacturing with
red-colored paste, influenced by Urartu, continues. While certain
continuity also persists among the shapes, the prototype examples of
double-handled metal vases, developed in the Achaemenid period,
appear as a novelty. Firstly, our current study considers the pottery
of the Achaemenid Period, which was discovered by archaeologists
in the excavations and surface surveys of the Northeastern Anatolia
Achaemenid Region. Secondly, This study will generally analyze the
painted pottery of the Achaemenid period that is preserved at Kars
Museum, taking into account the excavation and surface surveys of
the Northeastern Anatolia Region.
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Introduction

Eastern Anatolian pottery of the Achaemenid is
quite different from its predecessor - Urartian
pottery - in techniques and forms. With the
collapse of the Urartian Kingdom and the spread
of Achaemenids in Anatolia, we can speak of a
newly developing pottery culture. The
monochrome, glossy red slipped pottery of
Urartu was replaced by monochrome and
polychrome painted pottery in miscellaneous
forms. Firstly, our current study considers the
pottery of the Achaemenid, which was
discovered by archaeologists in the excavations
and surface surveys of the Northeastern Anatolia
Region. Secondly, this study analyses the
technical and shape characteristics of the
Achaemenid painted pottery, which is preserved
at the Kars Museum. And lastly, this study
includes the catalog section, which represents the
detailed evaluation of pottery.

Methodology

This research includes two sections of library and
museum studies. In museum studies, pottery
related to the Achaemenid period was identified
based on its characteristics and then
documented. This study will generally analyze
the painted pottery of the Achaemenid that is
preserved at Kars Museum, taking into account
the excavation and surface surveys of the
Northeastern Anatolia Region.

Discussion
The Late Iron Age/Achaemenid pottery can be
analyzed in three general groups - the

Northeastern Anatolia region, Van Lake Basin,
and Malatya-Elaz1g Basin (Kalkan 2008: 43).
Among these groups, the pottery material of
Kars Museum belongs to the Northeastern
Anatolia Region. The excavated sites of this
region are the following: Erzincan-Altintepe
(Cimintepe I), Erzincan-Saztepe (Cimintepe II),
Erzincan-Kaleciktepe, Bayburt-Biiytiktepe,
Erzurum-Sos Hoyiik, Erzurum-Tasmasor I,
Erzurum-Gilltidere, Erzurum-Cayirtepe
(Tasmasor 1II), Erzurum-Tetikom Hoyiik and
Erzurum Alaybeyi Hoyiik. Geographically, the
Northeastern Anatolia Region includes Erzincan,
Erzurum, Kars, and Agr1 provinces, and spreads
in accordance with the flow direction of the
Karasu River, which irrigates Erzurum and
Erzincan closed basins, as well as Vican and
Pekerig plains, situated at the west of Aras Valley

and the south of Askale Plain (Kalkan, 2008: 46).
There are no sulfficient data about the political,
social and cultural structure of the region after
Urartu. Through the region’s settlements, such as
Karaz, Pulur, and Giizelova, it is known that the
region was inhabited starting from the
Chalcolithic Age. In connection to Transcaucasia
during the Late Bronze Age and the Early Iron
Age, the archaeological finds dated to the Middle
Iron Age and similar to Urartian pottery, are
obtained. The culture of the Achaemenids
demonstrates the influence of Achaemenids,
which were spread vastly from Iran.

The Altintepe (Cimintepe I) site in Erzincan,
excavated by M. Karaosmanoglu regarding the
pottery of the Late Iron Age/Achaemenid, is one
of the significant centers with its castle, palace,
temple, necropolis, warehouse, and wall ruins,
which belong to the Urartian Period
(Karaosmanoglu, 2008: 74). The pottery group
that was obtained from a castle inhabited by
Achaemenids after Urartu in Altintepe II layer
has similarities with the pottery, found by C.
Burney in 1955 in the region’s surface surveys
(Emre, 1969: 279-289; Burney & Lang, 1971: 158-
159). The Late Iron Age/Achaemenid pottery
found in Altintepe consists of unpainted,
monochrome, and bichrome painted samples.
These samples are generally wheel-made and are
predominately in the forms of plate and pot
(Kalkan, 2008: 51; Karaosmanoglu & Korucu,
2015: 132; Yilmaz & Karaosmanoglu, 2019: 323-
350). Saztepe Hoyiik, also called Erzincan-
Cimintepe 1I, is located in the west of Altintepe.
The Late Iron Age/Achaemenid pottery
identified in this mound was published by G.
Summers (Summers, 1993: 85-108, fig. 6-9).
According to this, among the wheel-made and
handmade pottery, earthenware with spherical
form and plates with broad-deep form are
observed frequently (Kalkan, 2008: 54; Isikls,
2008: 253-266; Karaosmanoglu et al., 2014: 507;
Isikh & Ozdemir, 2019: 351- 382). In the
excavations conducted by H. Ozkorucuklu at
Erzincan-Kaleciktepe in 1993, pottery material
was found dated to the Late Iron
Age/Achaemenid in the architectural ruins, of
which period could not be identified
(Ozkorucuklu, 1995: 144-157; Yigitpasa, 2016:
120). The uncovered material was limited in
number and consisted of monochrome bowl-
shaped ceramics. From the excavations
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performed by A. Sagona between the years of
1990-1993 at Biiyiiktepe Hoyiik (Ikiztepe) in
Bayburt, the material belonging to the
Achaemenid was obtained from round pits in a
mixed manner (Sagona et al., 1992: 29-46; Sagona
et al., 1993: 69-83). Sagona separated the finds of
the Late Iron Age/Achaemenid into three main
ware groups: orange-colored, brown-colored,
and black-colored polished wares (Sagona et al.,
1992: 32; Sagona et al., 1993: 74-77).

The pottery material, which is examined in
detail, consists of monochrome and polychrome
painted pieces, where generally well-fired, plate,
bowl, and pot forms stand out. The painted
examples are dominated by concentric band,
circle, and triangle motifs in brown, cream, and
red color. The excavations of Erzurum-Sos
Hoytik were performed by Sagona between the
years 1994-2003. The IIB layer was dated to the
Late Iron Age/Achaemenid, between the years
of 850/750-300 BC (Sagona & Sagona, 1995: 193-
218).

In the Late Iron Age/Achaemenid, Urartian
monochrome, glossy red slipped pottery was
substituted by a new type of earthenware, in
different forms, painted in monochrome,
bichrome, and polychrome, with a thick cream
slip. However, due to the lack of archaeological
data for the period between the collapse of the
Urartian State and the initiation of Achaemenid
influence, there is no sufficient information about
the relations between these two cultures. Pottery
of the Late Iron Age/Achaemenid exhibits
unique characteristics in terms of surface
treatments, technique, and form. The
earthenware is the product of a new tradition
and culture. A thick, cream-colored slip, applied
on cream, pink-buff/light brown, brown, or red-
pasted wares, is one of the characteristic features
of the Late Iron Age/Achaemenid pottery. Thin
and thick band sequences, zigzag, parallel, and
curved lines with red/tile red, light/dark brown,
and occasionally black paint are widely applied
on the pottery (Yigitpasa, 2015: 514). Since the
Late Iron Age/Achaemenid painted pottery of
Kars Museum, which is the subject of this article,
came to the museum via purchasing method, it
was impossible to identify the find locations or
layers. The Late Iron Age/Achaemenid painted
pottery of Kars Museum within the scope of our
study was manufactured in various forms in

accordance with the usage function of the
container. In this respect, the forms can be
classified as a jug (Layer No: 1 and 5), amphora
(Layer No: 2), canteen (Layer No: 3), small pot
(Layer No: 4 and 7), and tulip ware (Layer No: 6)
in accordance with the main typological
characteristics. Except for two examples (Layer
No: 2 and 3), the wheel-made wares are well-
fired, fine sand-tempered, and have burnished
surfaces. Generally, on the ware with buff/light
brown and brown paste color, either the paste-
colored or the cream-colored slip is applied.
Miscellaneous templates such as geometrical and
bird motifs were applied to the pottery of the
Kars Museum with the painting technique. All
pottery  repertoire is monochrome and
polychrome painted with brown, cream, red, and
black in color. Triangle decorated jug (Triangle
Ware) (Layer No: 1), amphora with bird motif
and small pot (Layer No: 2 and 4), canteen with
circular painted body (Layer No: 3), jug with
zigzag motif (Layer No: 5), tulip-shaped bowl
(Tulip Ware) (Layer No: 6), and semi-circular
decorated small pot (Festoon Ware) (Layer No: 7)
are ceramics characteristic to the period.

Conclusion

With the collapse of the Urartian Kingdom in the
Eastern Anatolia Region, the Late Iron Age
ceramics in different styles, which emerged
under the influence of Achaemenids, are
characterized by cream slips and paint
decorations. The pottery of the Achaemenid,
which incorporated the Achaemenid influence
that spread vastly from Iran to Anatolia, exhibits
unique features observed in terms of surface
traits, techniques, and forms. Considering the
results of the research conducted in Erzurum and
Kars regions, the abundance of the Late Iron
Age/Achaemenid findings is quite remarkable.
At the same time, as a result of research, which
was made until today, it was observed that there
was no painted pottery tradition in the Late Iron
Age/ Achaemenid. However, it should be kept in
mind that with the implementation of mound
excavations, which are obligatory in the region,
this situation might change. In this study,
considering the results of excavations and
surface surveys conducted in the Northeastern
Anatolia Region, a general evaluation of the
Achaemenid painted pottery of the Kars
Archaeology Museum was carried out. In
conclusion, triangle ware, festoon ware, and
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tulip ware, preserved in the museum, are
samples of pottery characteristic of the
Achaemenid. With the growth of archaeological
research in the region, we may increase our
knowledge of this type of Achaemenid-
influenced painted pottery.
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The Catalogue of the Painted Pottery of Achaemenid from Kars Museum!

g

rim, round neck, round body and flat base. The handle starts from the rim and is placed vertically

Catalogue No. 1

Museum Inv. No. 1.2.969/628

Find Location. Kars/Ardahan

Brought in to Museum by. Purchasing method
Form. Jug

Manufacturing Technique. Wheel-made
Rim Diameter. 6 cm

Height. 16 cm

Slip Colour. Yellowish cream (7.5 YR 7/3)
Paste Colour. Buff/Light brown (5 YR 5/6)
Tempering. Fine Sand

Firing. Fired at high temperatures
Burnishing. Burnished

Decoration. Dark brown (5 YR 3/3)
Description. Jug with an outward looking

on the body. A dark brown painted band decoration is observed on the external surface of the rim.

On the handle, there is a motif in the form of triangles with crossed interiors and edges swinging

downwards. On the neck there is a motif in the form of three parallel horizontal bands, filled with

short horizontal lines. There is a telescopic triangle motif between this motif and the horizontal

band motif painted below the handle. In addition, there is a fishbone ornament on the body.
Published in. Yigitpasa 2010: Lev. 105.2

Catalogue No. 2

Museum Inv. No. 2.4.977/1030

Find Location. Kars/$enkaya/Koroglu Village
Brought in to Museum by. Purchasing method
Form. Amphora

Manufacturing Technique. Handmade

Rim Diameter. 10.5 cm

Height. 31.8 cm

Slip Colour. Slipped in paste colour

Paste Colour. Buff/Light Brown (5 YR 5/6)
Tempering. Fine Sand

Firing. Fired at high temperatures
Burnishing. Burnished

Decoration. Cream (7.5 YR 8/3)

! The drawings presented in the catalog are made by Leila Afshari.
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Description. Amphora with an outward looking rim and a round body. On the merging section
between the neck and the body, there are adjacent triangles with edges swinging downwards. The
vertical handle is attached to the body. In the upper section of the handle, there is a telescopic V
motif in the frieze between two bands; in the frieze between this section and the below two-band
section, there is a motif performed in the form of 6 successive water birds.

Published in. Yigitpasa 2010: Lev. 106.3

Catalogue No. 3

Museum Inv. No. 1.4.977/1029

Find Location. Kars/Koroglu Village/Senkaya
Brought in to Museum by. Purchasing method
Form. Canteen

Manufacturing Technique. Handmade-moulding
Rim Diameter. 6.5 cm

Height. 27 cm

Slip Colour. Cream (7.5 YR 8/3)

Paste Colour. Buff/Light Brown (5 YR 5/6)
Tempering. Fine Sand

Firing. Fired at high temperatures

Burnishing. Burnished

Decoration. Dark Brown (2.5 YR 4/4).

Description. Short-necked canteen with a —— -
protuberant rim and a round body. On
the body, there are two vertical handles opposite to each other. The right handle is broken. There
is a circle motif on the body in the form of four thick telescopic circles painted in dark brown.
Published in. Yigitpasa 2010: Lev. 105.3

Catalogue No. 4

Museum Inv. No. 1.3.2002/1665

Find Location. Kars/Sarikarms/Karapinar Village
Brought in to Museum by. Purchasing method
Form. Small pot

Manufacturing Technique. Wheel-made

Rim Diameter. 8 cm

Height. 11.50 cm

Slip Colour. Cream (7.5 YR 8/3)

Paste Colour. Buff/Light brown (5 YR 5/6)
Tempering. Fine sand

Firing. Fired at high temperatures
Burnishing. Burnished - — -

Decoration. Red (10 R 5/8 ) and black (5 YR
3/1)
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Description. Small pot with protuberant rim, short neck, round body and flat base. There are two
vertical handles on the body reciprocal to each other. Between the neck and the body, in the frieze
bordered by two bands, there is a left-directed hook motif; in the below frieze, half circles and a
bird with big beak and tail in the front of the floral motif are painted successively. At the bottom,
there are wave motifs. On the handle, thin and thick horizontal bands can be observed.

Published in: Yigitpasa 2010: Lev. 105.1

Catalogue No. 5

Museum Inv. No. 31.2.1989/1408

Find Location. Igdir/Kars

Brought in to Museum by. Restitution from Igdir Security Directorate
Form. Jug

Manufacturing Technique. Wheel-made

Rim Diameter. 5 cm =
=

Height. 15.2 cm

Slip Colour. Slipped in paste colour W

Paste Colour. Buff/Light brown (5 YR 5/6)

Tempering. Fine Sand

Firing. Fired at medium temperatures

Burnishing. Burnished PR

Decoration. Red (10 R 5/8)

Description. Jug with a protuberant rim, long neck, round body and flat base. There is a band motif
on the neck in the form of two horizontal parallel bands, and a zigzag motif on the body.

Published in. Yigitpasa 2010: Lev. 106.1

Catalogue No. 6

Museum Inv. No. 4.5.2010/2047

Find Location. Karakas Village/Kars

Brought in to Museum by. Purchasing method i/ / L
Form. Tulip ware/Achaemenid ware

Manufacturing Technique. Wheel-made WW
Rim Diameter. 13.5 cm

Height. 8 cm

Slip Colour. Reddish brown (7.5 YR 5/4)

Paste Colour. Brown (5 YR 5/6) /
Tempering. Fine sand, mica
Firing. Fired at high temperatures

Burnishing. Burnished
Decoration. Red (10R 5/6)
Description. Ware with an outwardly opening rim. The body starts from the short neck and is made

in a convex form; it is curved in “S” shape and narrows down towards the base. The base is oval.
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Decorations are observed on the internal and external surfaces of the ware. Decorations are pa-
inted in red. On the internal and external sections near the rim, horizontal band ornaments are
observed. On the base, telescopic triangle ornaments are implemented.

Precedents. This “tulip shaped Achaemenid bowl” also has a similar one in Van/Karagiindiiz sett-
lement (Yigitpasa 2010: Lev. 12.3, 13.12). A similar dark brown slipped example, acquired from
Giizelova Hoyiik, is preserved at Erzurum Museum (Ozdemir 2019: 396).

Catalogue No. 7

Museum Inv. No. 3.5.1990/1444

Find Location. Ardahan

Brought in to Museum by. Restitution from Ardahan Security Directorate
Form. Small pot

Manufacturing Technique. Wheel-made

Rim Diameter. 5.7 cm

cemmm—
Height. 9 cm N
Slip Colour. Cream (7.5 YR 8/3) ‘ 7

Paste Colour. Reddish brown (2.5YR 5/4)
Tempering. Fine sand

Firing. Fired at high temperatures

Burnishing. Burnished

Decoration. Red (2.5YR 4/6)

Description. The pot has a thickened, protuberant rim and a short neck. The body proceeds in convex
form from the neck and narrows down towards the flat base. Decorations appear on the external
surface of the pot in the form of red coloured geometrical motifs. The rim is painted completely
in red; a thick band ornament is implemented on the shoulder section. A festoon motif is attached
to this ornament.

Precedents. The similar ware was found in Anatolia, particularly in Van-Karagiindiiz settlement
(Yigitpasa 2010: Lev. 22.4, 23.8).
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