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As one of the most important cultural finds, pottery has an essential
place in the chronology of sites and the reconstruction of regional
and extra-regional cultural interactions. Therefore, it is very
important to know the pottery of each period. In some of the
northwestern areas of Iran, sites belonging to the Iron Age I and II
have been identified and explored. Therefore, there is a relative
understanding of the pottery of this region. However, in some areas,
especially Heris County, the Iron Age situation is not well known.
The exploration of Sarand-Daghdaghan cemetery is very important
in understanding the cultural situation of this city in the Iron Age,
and introducing and presenting the pottery collection of this site is
beneficial for regional studies and the relative chronology and
recognition of pottery types in this area. In this research, which was
conducted by field and library method, the pottery finds obtained
from Sarand-Daghdaghan cemetery were studied, typologically,
compared, and analyzed. Here, a comparative study of the pottery
of Sarand-Daghdaghan cemetery with the pottery of other sites has
been done with the aim of typology of the collection of pottery of
this cemetery and relative chronology of cultural materials. In this
cemetery, 6 types of pottery forms have been identified and
documented, which are comparable to the data of some Iron Age I
and II sites in Iran, the South Caucasus, and East Anatolia.
According to the conducted studies and relative chronology, it can
be stated that the clay collection of Sarand-Daghdaghan Heris
cemetery is related to Iron Age I and 1L
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Introduction

The Iron Age culture of northwest Iran,
chronologically underpinned by the grey and
black pottery, is attested over vast parts of the
Iranian plateau and shows close affinities with
Caucasia and East Anatolia (Pourfaraj, 2007: 4).
A major question facing us apropos the Iron Age
is the emergence of the Gray Ware (Hessari, 2018:
102), on which various theories are currently on
the table, among them being cultural dynamism
(Tala’i, 1997), migrations of the Indo-Europeans
(Young, 1967), invasion (Mousavi, 2001), and
movements through cultural corridors. Based on
his excavations at Hasanlu, R.H. Dyson
proposed a tripartite chronological scheme for
the Iron Age:

a) Iron I, ca. 1450-1200 BC, was characterized by
the gray ware that supplanted the earlier painted
pottery and was first attested in Hasanlu V.

b) Iron II: spanning ca. 1200-800 BC and defined
by the ubiquity of the gray ware with related
examples found in Hasanlu IVB and IVA.

¢) Iron III: ca. 800-500 BC and typified by the
Urartian red glossy ware and the painted buff
ware related to the material from the Median
sites of West Iran (Dyson & Muscarella, 1989).

Drawing on his inquiries, T. Cuyler Young
distinguished between three general periods of
the Iranian Iron Age, each characterized by
specific pottery traditions, different vessel forms,
and distinct surface treatments. Young described
these periods as ceramic horizons (Young, 1965):

a) Early Western gray ware horizon (1350-1200
BC)

b) Late Western gray ware horizon (1200-800 BC)
c) Late Western buff ware horizon (800-559 BC)

However, an amendment recently made to the
chronology of northwest Iran by M. Danti based
on his own reappraisals propounds the following
new scheme for the time span in question (Danti,
2013):

a) Iron I spanning 1250-1050 BC
b) Iron II spanning 1050-800 BC

¢) Iron III spanning 800-550 BC

The study and relative dating of the Iron Age
sites across Northwest Iran have typically hinged
on the chronology advanced for the Urmia Lake
Basin (Pourfaraj, 2007: 4). In the studies of Iron
Age archaeology, this cultural realm has long
received scholarly attention, and was subjected,
almost at the same time as work in other parts of
the country, to surveys and excavations, the
results of which have shed light on the cultural
circumstances of the region in different periods.
A close look into the results from the surveys and
excavations reveals that three types of sites are in
evidence for the Iron Age. The first group
concerns the settlement sites associated with
architecture and burials, e.g. Haftavan V
(Burney, 1970), Hasanlu V and IV (Dyson, 1989),
Dinkha II (Muscarella, 1974), Kordlar (Lippert,
1976). Then comes the highland strongholds,
which are generally known from the middle
Bronze to Iron I periods in Anatolia (Belli &
Konyar, 2003), Armenia (Smith ef al., 2004), and
Iran (Rezaloo, 2007; Kazempour ef al., 2011). The
last category consists of cemeteries that are
frequently detached from permanent
settlements. Examples of such sites include Geoy
Tepe A and B (Burton-Brown, 1951), Se-Girdan
(Muscarella, 1971), Dinkha III (Muscarella, 1974),
Masjed-i Kabud (Hejebri Nobari, 2004), Khangah
of Gilavan (Rezaloo, 2008), Jafar Abad (Iravani
Ghadim & Mamizadeh Giglu, 2013), Khorram
Abad (Rezaloo, 2012), Tepe Boynou (Ajorloo &
Askarpour, 2013), Qizil Qaya (Hajizadeh, 2014),
and the Sarand-Daghdaghan
(Sattarnezhad et al., 2021).

cemetery

The import of excavations at the Sarand-
Daghdaghan cemetery lies in the fact that its
burial gifts present a cultural sequence from the
Iron I to the Iron II. Yet, a few pieces also show
relative correspondence with the assemblages
from the Bronze Age centers. The results from
the site have significant implications for the Iron
Age studies and the hypotheses proposed for the
time span of the late Bronze through the Iron Age
in Northwest Iran.

Methodology

The present study involved two stages of
fieldwork and library research. The fieldwork
was supplemented by library research to enable
the analysis and comparison of the excavated
materials with those from contemporary sites.
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Discussion

The ancient cemetery of Sarand-Daghdaghan lies
in Heris County of East Azerbaijan Province of
northwest Iran. It is 20 km off the town of Khajeh
and only 100 m south of the Houri River, at
longitude 46.62609476 and latitude 38.3169391, at
an elevation above sea level of 1710 m. The
cemetery is accessed through the asphalt road
that links Khajeh to Varzeqan. In 2018, as part of
the project aimed at widening the Varzeqan-
Tabriz road, the Sungun Copper Complex made
a deep cut in the slope of a mound near the
village of Daghdaghan, an independency of
Heris County. The cut revealed materials of a
cultural nature as a series of graves. The work
was suspended once the incident was reported to
the East Azerbaijan Cultural Heritage
Directorate, and arrangements were
concurrently made for a systematic excavation
permit, which would be issued in May 2019
(Sattarnezhad et al., 2021: 121). The Sarand-
Daghdaghan cemetery belongs overall to the
same chronological horizon as the Iron Age
settlements of the Urmia Lake Basin and shows
parallels with the latter in terms of small finds
and mortuary traditions. The study will greatly
contribute to our understanding of the Iron Age
archaeology within the confines of East
Azerbaijan Province.

The excavation at the Sarand-Daghdaghan
cemetery brought into light a total of 36 graves,
of which 3 date to the Iron I and 30 to the Iron II,
with the remaining 3 being of an uncertain date.
The graves generally lay at a depth of 40 cm from
the surface, and the stone architecture of the

graves emerged once this surface layer was
removed. Those dating to the Iron are of a
rectangular stone-lined type, the dry-laid walls
of which were built using rubbles and river
cobbles. On average, the graves measured about
1.7 m long, 1 m wide, and 0.5 m deep, though
between the individual instances the dimensions
varied by the social status of the buried. The fill
consisted of fine soil. The graves at Sarand-
Daghdaghan closely parallel the Iron I, and 1II
burials of Dinkha (Muscarella, 1974: 64) and
Hasanlu IV (Danti & Cifarelli, 2015: 103).

Pottery

The vessels are uniquely ceramic and are
invariably wheel-made, except for handles and
other applied fixtures. Particularly notable is the
fact that the potter was primarily concerned with
quality and strength rather than decorations or
aesthetic aspects. Thus, the vessels tend to be
plain and undecorated, though a few bearing
applied or incised decorations occur. Sherds are
well fired, with the surface color ranging from
gray, black, light, and dark brown to red, and the
paste typically contains mineral inclusions as
temper. In the excavated assemblages, spouted
jars, tripod-footed vessels, and bowl-like forms
represent the distinct Iron Age forms. In general,
the Iron I, and II ceramics from Sarand-
Daghdaghan fall into the following six
morphological categories (for their relative
frequencies, see Pls. 4 and 5): spouted jars,
tripod-footed vessels, bowl-like forms, necked
forms (pitchers), storage jars (pithoi), and
miniature vessels (Table 1).

Table 1. Ceramics of the Iron I, and II graves of Sarand-Daghdaghan
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Conclusion

Analysis of the burial traditions of a given
community will be of great help in shedding
light on its religious beliefs and convictions while
examining the structure of graves and the quality
and quantity of the deposited burial gifts from a
social archeological perspective will help us gain
insight into different aspects of the social
organization of that society. Excavations at the
ancient cemetery of Sarand-Daghdaghan point to
the homogeneity of the burial customs during
the Iron Age across the Iranian plateau or at least
in its northwestern quadrant. Thus, given the
close resemblance of the assemblages from this
cemetery, including pottery, metal objects,
burials, etc., and the contemporary sites, which
in some cases are a mixture of Iron I and II
materials, one may conjecture that the Sarand-
Daghdaghan cemetery both exhibits a continuity
between these two earlier phases of the Iron Age
and date to this timespan and that it had already
ceased to serve as a burial ground before the
arrival of the diagnostic Triangle Ware of the Iron
NI at such places as Hasanlu, Ziwiyeh, and
Zendan-e Suleiman.
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