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Studies on the Urartu Civilization took a serious form from the
beginning of the 19th century when the Asian Society sent the Schulz
around Lake Van. As a result of Schulz’s discoveries and other
studies, Urartu rose from silence for centuries. Decoding cuneiform
lines helped researchers in other fields read Urartu inscriptions.
Urartu research in Northwest Iran, with the discovery of an
inscription related to the second rulers (680-646 BC) near the village
of Bastam, located in the north of Lake Urmia, drew the attention of
the Urartu research community to Iran. Archaeological excavations
by Wolfram Kleiss started in 1967 and continued until 1978. The study
of the post-Urartian deposits in the Bastam area and its comparison
with the Urartian deposits in other Urartian sites, including eastern
Anatolia, indicate the Urartian collapse from the time of the collapse
of Assyria by the Medes, and even before that. The Medes occupied
the Urartian lands in Northwest Iran at that time. The impact of the
post-Urartian deposits found in the investigated sites is one of the
objectives of this research. Historical, analytical, and descriptive
methods were used for this research, and the information collection
method was the library. Finally, based on the investigation of the
post-Urartian deposits and historical analysis, it was concluded that
the collapse of Urartu started in about 635 BC, and according to the
cultural and architectural works found from Bastam and Sansem
Along with other sites in eastern Anatolia, the eastern lands of Urartu
were occupied by Medes and Iranian tribes.
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Introduction

As a result of Schultz's discoveries and other
studies, Urartu rose from under centuries of
silence. Deciphering cuneiform helped other
researchers in other fields to read Urartu
inscriptions. The Urartu research in the
northwest of the Iranian plateau drew the
attention of the Urartu research community to
Iran with the discovery of an inscription related
to Rusa II (646-680 BC) near the village of
Bastam. Based on the investigation of post-
Urartian deposits and historical analysis, it was
concluded that the collapse of Urartu began in
the seventh decade of the seventh century BC (ca.
635 BC). By examining these works as well as the
works of eastern Anatolia, it can be said that
Medes and Iranian tribes occupied the eastern
lands of Urartu. A more detailed study and
investigation with a special approach that
previous relevant research lacked, in the absence
of direct documentation related to a period like
Medes, is always of great importance. Urartu is
mentioned in Assyrian inscriptions (Luckenbill,

1926: 38) and it took almost three centuries for
Urartu to form a government. After the
establishment of the government, it was not long
before he started to establish security and
manage his affairs in various fields, including
agriculture, and built forts for this purpose
(Kroll, 1979: 99). The castles were of special
importance due to their location in the region.
Today's Bastam hosts one of the most important
forts in the east of Urartu and was responsible for
guarding the eastern borders and overseeing
affairs. Examining Bastam's post-Urartian works
and comparing them with historical events
opens openings for clarifying the history of the
region, which is what we are looking for in this
research.

Methodology

This research aims to investigate the post-
Urartian works and deposits in Bastam Castle
using the descriptive-analytical method, and
based on the data obtained from archaeological
excavations as well as library documents.

Figure 1: Bastam HB North Gate area, post-Urartian jar

(Kroll, 1979, Tafel 58-2; http:/ /www.biainili-urartu.de/Iran/Bastam/ finds/ Bastam-HB-North-Gate-area-posturartian-jar.jpg)

Discussion

Bastam is the name of a village in the West
Azerbaijan province of Iran. In this village, a
castle is located on an ancient site. Bastam Castle
and According to Rusa II, mru-sa-a-i URU.TUR,
(Dara, 2017: 124) the small town of Rusa is also

the name of an Urartian fortress with a
residential area attached to it. The importance of
the Bastam Castle for Urartu is identified
especially in the campaign of Sargon Il in 714 BC
(Zimansky, 1990: 15). This castle and its military
fortifications were built by Rossa II (ca. 646-680
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BC), the son of Argishti II, around the middle of
the 7th century BC.

Sarduri III, the 10th king of Urartu after Rusa
II, around 646-610 BC sat on the throne of Urartu.
In this period, we see a noticeable change in the
government of Urartu, which started in previous
years. It seems that the time of Urartu's decline
had come because not only was there no
authority for Urartu but there were signs of the
lack of control of Urartu's lands by the central
government as well as it can be seen that Urartu
was subjugated by Assyria. The presence of
newly arrived tribes in the Urartu region and the
chaos they created added to this crisis. Sarduri
I, like his father, followed Assyria (sending

ambassadors of friendship to Assyria). Due to the
Medes' attacks on Assyria and disturbances in
the government, the year 639 BC is the last year
that Assyrian texts mention the names of
Urartian kings (Salvini, 1979: 128).

During Rusa III's rule (ca. 610-590 BC) the
Urartu Kingdom was spending its last days. At
this time, most of the Urartian lands had been
lost, and it was mostly concentrated in Eastern
Anatolia and around Lake Van. As there are few
traces and evidence left from this era, this means
that due to the recent invasions, even the
residential context and ethnic groups had
changed as well.

Figure 2: Bastam lower citadel, Scythian arrowhead

(Kroll, 1979, Tafel 51-4; http:/ /biainili-urartu.de/Iran/Bastam/ finds/ Bastam-Lower-Citadel-scythian-arrowhead.jpg)

One of the most prominent cultural and social
evidence of the Urartu, which is now available to
us, is the pottery industry, which has its
characteristics (Kroll, 1979: 203-220). This pottery
can be found in abundance in the Urartu sites.
However, since the mid-second half of the
seventh century BC besides this type of pottery,
anew type of pottery tradition entered the region
(Kroll, 1979, Tafel 58-2). All kinds of coarse
brown and yellow-brownish potsherds and
pieces of various containers have been produced
(Erdem & Konyar, 2011: 268). The teapots are
often rough and yellow to brown. The bottom of
these teapots is often flat and sometimes concave.
A piece of beautiful teapot found in Bastam
stands out among other exposed pieces. This
pottery is one of the remaining potteries from the
era before the Bastam Castle fire. Various types
of pots, plates, miniature dishes, perfumes,
bowls, and jars have also been found in this area,
all of which belong to the end of the 7th century
BC. Further investigation of this new and newly

arrived tradition in the Urartu region shows that
this tradition belongs to the southern areas,
where sites like Noushijan and Godin (layer II)
are located and have nothing to do with the
Urartu region. The similarity of this type of
pottery with the pottery found in Bastam has
been proven, and it must be said that this pottery
tradition is no longer Urartian (Fig. 1), but it
should be called Median culture (Kroll, 1979,
Tafel 58-2). The discovery of non-Urartian
double-sided bronze arrowheads (Fig. 2)
indicates the presence of invading forces and the
traces of immediate settlement in the hall rooms
in this castle. According to archaeologists, they
belong to the post-Urartian and Median periods
and indicate a non-Urartian residential use
(Kroll, 1979, Tafel 51-4). This evidence alone can
convince researchers that Bastam Castle was
occupied by Medes or tribes influenced by them
(Fig. 3). This opinion became more serious when
the Bastam's post-Urartian works were revealed
in Armenia and East Anatolia.
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Figure 3: Trilobite arrowheads found around the fortification wall at Ayanis. The Urartian Aryanis Castle is
located on the southeastern shore of Lake Van. The Scythians also destroyed this area in the mid-7th century BC.
These arrowheads are completely similar to the arrowheads found in Bastam, which are attributed to Scythians
and Medes (Erdem & Batmaz, 2008: 86).

Conclusion

New cultural elements in Bastam and other
Urartian sites such as Chavash Tepe, Van, and
Karmir Blur castles confirm the presence of
cultural aspects of West Iran and the Medes.
Before the conquest of Assyria (ca. 620 - 612 BC),
the Medes at the height of their power had made
an alliance agreement and military treaty with
Babylon. The Medes did not worry about Urartu
when they attacked Assyria, because Urartu did
not have a deterrent military force at that time
and whatever they had was concentrated near
their capital Tushpa. The fall without a fight, as
well as the looting and burning of Bastam by
Medes and probably the Scythian tribes, is proof
of this claim. In addition, the demise of Assyria
in 612 BC and the emergence of a new power
called the Medes that had more attention to the
West can indicate that Northwest Iran was
removed from Urartu's territory and came under
Media's rule. The cultural works, especially the
pottery and the post-Urartian deposits of the
region, which were described in this article,
confirm this opinion.
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