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Atrticle history: In the last few decades, the rapid development of technologies has
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today there are few places and communities that have remained away
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from these changes. For this reason, it is very important to record the
information available in such places that have preserved their
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traditional foundation to help in the recognition of archaeological
Ethnoarchaeology R ; ] ; )
Garbage disposal findings and the analysis and interpretation of data. Two villages of
Archaeological landscape Tang Mansouri and Nukhan in Kermanshah Province are among the
Tang Mansouri few communities that have remained far away from the changes of
Nukhan the present age and have been able to preserve their traditional way

of life to some extent. Accordingly, the two mentioned villages were
considered the most suitable options for conducting
ethnoarchaeological studies and hence, they were selected for this
research. These two villages have been studied simultaneously and a
comprehensive description of them has been presented by
investigating different aspects of life. By comparing the data,
suggestions are made to help archaeologists make a more accurate
analysis of their findings. In addition, the pattern of waste disposal,
which is very important in archaeological explorations and
interpretations, has been emphasized and the landscape of the
archaeological sites has been discussed.
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Introduction

Since the end of the Qajar period, the spread of
Western culture had certain social, economic,
political, and  cultural  consequences
(Mohammadpour, 2012: 21). This situation
continues to this day and has become more
intense, causing drastic changes in traditional
societies and pushing almost all human
societies towards integration. This integration
or globalization has caused the loss of
traditions, customs, and native architecture of
different regions, and Zagros is no exception to
this rule. Considering that anthropological and
ethnoarchaeological studies are an inseparable
part of archaeological analyses, the loss of the
traditional fabric of the society, in many cases,
causes confusion and incorrect archaeological
interpretations.

Distance from cities, isolation, and lack of easy
access to the two villages of Tang Mansouri and
Nukhan, and the smallness of the community
doubles the ability of these villages to be studied.
Accordingly, the author, relying on the middle-
range theory, studied these two villages in
Kermanshah province (Central Zagros) with the
ethnoarchaeology
compared the data.!

approach, and finally

Methodology

In this research, two documentary and field
methods were used to collect the required
information. At first, each village was examined

in terms of geographical location and
environmental conditions, the residential space
of the village, socio-economic system, food
production and distribution methods, and waste
disposal methods. To obtain some information,
questionnaires were prepared separately for the
residents of each village and interviews were
also conducted with the people. Following that,
the findings were described, classified, and
analyzed by applying theoretical foundations.
Finally, the information and data obtained were
compared.

Discussion

Ethnoarchaeology

Ethnoarchaeology for the first time was used by
G.V. Fewkes in his studies in American Indian
pueblos in 1900, but it was not given serious
attention until the 1970s (Alizadeh 2001: 76). In
this approach, archaeologists study the lives of
living people and how materials are
constructed, disposed of, and the formation of
sites to find the connection between
archaeological data and today's interpretations
of them (Gosden, 1999: 57).

The Middle-Range Theory deals with two
groups of static and dynamic data. This theory
tries to fill the gap between today's dynamic data
and static data (High Range Theory) (Fig. 1) and
in this way, it studies the processes of the
formation of sites from an archaeological and
transtemporal point of view (Trigger, 1989: 361).

STATIC DATA
(PRESENT)

MIDDLE -
RANGE THEORY

(LINKING ARGUMENTS
BETWEEN PRESENT
AND PAST)

UNDERSTANDING
PAST DYNAMICS

Figure 1: Middle-Range Theory, present statics, and past dynamics (Johnson, 2019: 52).
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Garbage disposal pattern

The Tang Mansouri or Naw Tang village is
situated in Hamil District, Islamabad-e Gharb
County, Kermanshah Province, in the middle of
a gorge known as Mian Tang. The Nukhan
village is located in the Shahu district, Ravansar
County, Kermanshah Province (Fig. 2).

Zagros villages can be mainly classified into
three categories in terms of topography:
(1) Mountain with a steep slope, (2) Foothill
with a moderate slope, and (3) Plain with a
gentle slope (Hashemnejad & Molanayi, 2008).
Based on these three categories, the fabric and
structure of the villages are different and each
one has its characteristics. In the mountains
(Nukhan) and foothills (Naw Tang) most of the
villages are located on the sides of a narrow
valley with different slopes. The main direction
of the buildings is towards the south and
southeast to get the most benefit from the
sunlight (Shepperson, 2017: 68-69; Alibaigi &
MacGinnis, 2019). In many cases, on one side of
the valley, there are residential houses, and on
the other side, limited horticultural or
agricultural lands (Molanayi, 2005: 196).
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In both villages, the construction debris (debris
and rubble) remains in place and no one uses it
without the permission of the property owner.
However, other waste is disposed at the edge of
the village and the slope leading to the river.
Animal excrement is collected in a place
separate from other garbage because it can be
used for fuel and fertilizer (Figs. 3, 4, 5, 6).

Waste disposal is similar in both villages, but
the shape of the land has caused some
differences. In the Tang Mansouri village,
garbage is disposed of in almost every place
where it is possible to dump waste, especially
along the river path. However, in the Nukhan
village, due to being located on top of a hill with
a steep slope, garbage can only be disposed of in
the eastern and western parts. Furthermore, in
both villages, garbage is tried to be dumped in
places that have the least amount of traffic.
Therefore, we can propose a model for the
ancient sites located in similar places. This gives
archaeologists a more accurate view of the site so

they don't excavate in ancient garbage depots
(Alibaigi & MacGinnis, 2019).

Figure 2: The Location of Tang Mansouri and Nukhan villages.
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Figure 3: A house that has been abandoned for 15 years and its construction debris remains untouched (the Naw
Tang village).

Figure 4: Garbage disposal places in the Tang Mansouri village.
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Figure 6: Garbage disposal site in Nukhan village

Conclusion

The results of this research give archaeologists a
suitable premise for investigating and exploring
similar areas (rural residential contexts) to be
more successful in their field activities. Such
insight also makes data interpretation and
analysis more accurate. For example, we can
mention the waste disposal place in these two
villages. Residents of both villages leave garbage
at the edge of the village and usually on the slope

leading to the rivers, but the unevenness has
caused limitations for each of them. In Naw Tang
village, due to more space, the choice of waste
disposal place is more for them. Apart from the
places with high traffic, people leave the garbage
anywhere. Of course, animal waste has a
separate disposal place. In the Nukhan village,
due to more restrictions, people can only dispose
of their waste in the eastern and western parts.
Because of the steep slope of these places, the
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waste usually falls to the bottom of the valley or
is thrown into the river and is finally washed
away. As a result, we do not see the
accumulation of layers of garbage in this village.
Therefore, we can consider a pattern for the
ancient sites that are located in similar places.
According to this information, we suggest
archaeologists not explore places overlooking
rivers because they most likely encounter thick
garbage layers. This lack of knowledge about the
garbage disposal pattern in Iran has caused some
archaeologists to excavate in the ancient garbage
dumps.
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