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Burial Typology and researchers since the beginning of archaeological activities. One

Caspian See of these periods is the Parthian period. Therefore, the most
important goal of this article is to clarify the types of grave
structures of the Parthian period in the southern region of the
Caspian Sea and their various interpretations, to gain a correct
understanding of the types of grave structures of the people of this
region and their relationship with other regions under the control of
the government. Let's find a party. In the typology of the structure
of graves, the theoretical issues of grave architecture, that is, space,
shape or form, and type of materials, have been discussed. The
information of this research was collected based on library studies
and field research and analyzed qualitatively. The results of the
research show that (1) the inhabitants of the southern region of the
Caspian Sea in the Parthian period used burial patterns such as;
They used a simple pit, a crypt, a pot burial, four stone layers, and
a shelf to bury their dead; (2) Several burial patterns of the Parthian
period in this region are the continuation of the burial tradition of
the past era and show cultural continuity in this region.
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Introduction

The burial customs and practices observed in
various regions are intricately intertwined with
the cultural Dbeliefs, worldviews, and
socioeconomic statuses of their inhabitants,
and  geographical
characteristics unique to each locality. Burial

indigenous  traditions,
rituals stand as the tangible and enduring
remnants of past civilizations, offering profound
insights into their perspectives on life and death.
Across the annals of history, the concepts of
mortality and the afterlife have held a prominent
place in human contemplation, with each society
cultivating distinct ideologies in response.
Consequently, the architectural composition of
graves within each region and among various
ethnic groups exhibits distinctive and discernible
features (Saeedi Harsini, 1996: 153).

The southern region the Caspian Sea assumed
paramount significance during the Parthian era,
owing to its strategically advantageous location,
proximity to the Parthian ancestral homeland,
climatic conditions, substantial populace, arable
terrains, and access to abundant water resources
(Kavyani pouya, 2018: 121). Within the context of
the Parthian period, this region oscillated
between periods of direct governance by the
central authority and instances of independent
statehood.

Methodology

In accordance with the research objective, the
present article represents a foundational
investigation. To fulfill this objective, the current
research endeavors to procure primary
information and data through a dual-pronged
approach encompassing library methods and
field research. Initially, a comprehensive inquiry
was conducted to discern and amass sources and
collect and extract the information and
documents and the reports of the archaeological
scientific explorations (which led to the
discovery of the graves of the Parthian period in
the southern region of the Caspian Sea).
Subsequently, an exhaustive analysis of the
obtained documents and information was
conducted. The collected information related to
the sites and cemeteries of the Parthian period of
the studied area is presented on the map and in
tables and charts. The field study, characterized
by on-site presence, direct observation, and
experiential data acquisition through visits to the

cemeteries, as well as  photographic
documentation, complements the research

methodology.

Discussion

The southern region bordering the Caspian Sea,
within its contemporary political and
geographical delineations, encompasses three
provinces: Golestan, Mazandaran, and Gilan,
spanning east to west. Geographically, this area
is demarcated by the Caspian Sea to the north,
Turkmenistan to the northeast, the Alborz
Mountains and the provinces of North Khorasan,
Semnan, Tehran, Qazvin, and Zanjan to the
south, and Ardabil province to the west. The
confluence of three prominent geographical
factors —namely, the Caspian Sea, mountainous
terrain, and river systems—has engendered a
unique climate conducive to human habitation
(Geographical culture, 2000: 287). Subsequent to
rigorous archaeological excavations conducted
at ancient sites within this region, a plethora of
cemeteries dating back to the Parthian period has
been unearthed.

This article's research findings elucidate that
during the Parthian era, denizens of the southern
Caspian Sea region practiced five distinct burial
methodologies, namely: simple pit graves, crypt
graves, pot graves, four-layer stone graves, and
shelf graves. Crypt graves predominated,
whereas shelf graves were the least prevalent.

1. Simple pit graves: This category comprises
graves devoid of any architectural structures,
simply dug into the ground with minimal
complexity, hence their nomenclature as "simple
pit graves" (Fig. 1) (Qadiani, 2015: 134).

Figure 1: Simple pit graves, Nowruz Mahalleh, Gilan
(Egami et al., 1966)

2. Crypt graves: These graves typically featured
a square or circular pit excavated to a specific
depth in the earth, within which a crypt-like
chamber was constructed to house the deceased

(Fig. 2).
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Figure 2: Crypt graves, Vestmin Cemetery,
Mazandaran (Sharifi, 2016).

3. Pot graves: In this burial method, the deceased
was interred inside a pot (Fig. 3) (Alam Al-
Hudaei, 2016: 83).

Figure 3: Pot graves, Liarsang Ben Gilan cemetery
(Jahani, 2016)

4. Four-layer stone graves: These graves
comprised an assemblage of large stones and
rubble, with the grave's opening sealed by stone
slabs. Occasionally, a layer of clay was applied to
the upper surface to further impede access to the
grave (Fig. 4) (Saeedi Harsini, 1996: 107)

Figure 4: Four-layer stone graves, Marian Cemetery,
Gilan (Khalatbari, 2004)

5. Shelf graves: Characterized by their shelf-like
structure, these graves lacked an earth covering
and were typically sealed with limestone and soil
after interring the deceased (Fig. 5) (Babak Rad,
1966).

Figure 5: Shelf graves, Shirkuh site, Gilan (Babak Rad,
1966)

Of particular significance in the Parthian
period cemeteries discovered in the southern
Caspian Sea region is the presence of diverse
grave structures. Many of these graves exhibit
structural similarities with graves found in other
regions of Iran.

Conclusion

Based on the information elucidated in this
article, an examination of burial practices during
the Parthian period in the southern Caspian Sea
region reveals the utilization of five distinct
burial structures for interring the deceased: pit
graves (referred to as simple pit graves), crypt
graves, pot graves, four-layer stone graves, and
shelf graves. Among these, crypt graves emerged
as the predominant burial style, whereas shelf
graves were the least commonly employed.
Remarkably, within the realm of the Parthian
Empire, three of these grave structures —simple
pit graves, four-layer stone graves, and pot
graves —exhibit architectural resemblances to
those found in other regions under Parthian rule.
Conversely, the other two burial types have yet
to be unearthed within this specific geographical
territory. An important observation to
underscore is that the practice of employing pit,
pot, and stone graves in this region predates the
Parthian period, serving as a testament to the
enduring tradition of such burials in the southern
Caspian Sea area throughout its long history.
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