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The Central Zagros was one of the most populous regions in the
Iranian plateau in the first half of the first millennium BC, filled with
small and semi-extensive settlements. One of the strange and
interesting points observed in Mesopotamian sources, belonging to
the first millennium BC, is two completely different locations for a
land called Parsuas or Parsumas. From the reign of Shalmaneser IlI to
Sargon II of Assyria, the name of this land was always mentioned
along with the lands located in the east of Assyria and around the
Central Zagros. However, from the time of Sennacherib, the land of
Parsua$ has been referred to in the vicinity of Anshan and its ally.
Additionally, we know that during the rule of the Achaemenid
dynasty, the land of the Persians, both before and after the emergence
of the empire, was located in southern Zagros. Deciphering the
meaning based on the content of written sources obtained from
archaeological excavations is a subject that many researchers have
attempted to explain. This study reconsiders the subject by examining
the content of these inscriptions and evaluating their geographical
data. It is concluded that the name of the first land not only refers to
the origin of a population but also indicates that its people have made
a large-scale migration, to regain their former political independence
and freedom. This experience was similar to the exodus of the
Israelites from Egypt. The loss of this independence was due to the
failure of the ambitious development plans for the land by the king,
which resulted in his fall and the rise of a powerful and influential
leader over that land.
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Introduction

Shalmaneser III (858-824 BC), the Assyrian
king, captured the lands of Zamua and Mannea
in 843 BC. He then conquested Paddira City in
Allabria, and following that, the route to the
city Parsua (URU.pér-su-a) became accessible
for him (Grayson, 1996: 40: A.0.102.6, iii 58-iv 6).
Eight years later, Shalmaneser III crossed the
Lower Zab River and Mount Haimur and
entered the land of Namri. After that, the whole
land of Parsua, or at least a large part of it, fell
(Ibid: 68: A.0.102.14, 110b-120). Years later,
Shalmaneser's son, Samsi-Adad V (823-811 BC)
also mentioned that after taking Nairi, Sunbu,
and Mannea, he entered Parsu (KUR.péar-su-a-
a; which means land of Parsu people) (Ibid: 184:
A.0.103.1: ii 34b-40). Then Adad-Nérari III (810
-783 BC), without indicating the direction of
movement of his army, mentioned a series of
lands including the land of Parsua after the
name of the land of Mannea (Ibid: 212:
A.0.104.8, 5b-8). After Adad-Neérari IlII, Tiglath-
Pileser 111 (744-727 BC) presented a long list of
his subdued lands, in which Parsua is also
mentioned (Tadmor & Yamada, 2011: 52: Tigl.
11117, 6; 84: Tigl. 111 35, 9'; 97: Tigl. 111 39, 18; 102:
Tigl. 1II 41, 6'; 120 & 121: Tigl. III 47, 29 & 35).
Finally, it was Sargon II (721-705 BC) who
mentioned Parsua (as Parsua, Parsua$, and
Parsumas) for the last time and as a land in the
Central Zagros (Fig. 1) (Frame, 2021: 56: Sargon
111, 11; 226: Sargon 11 43, 15; 280 & 281: Sargon
11 65: 38b, 41 & 51; 341: Sargon 76, 8'; 413: Sargon
11105, 10" & 471: Sargon 11 130, 15).

During the reign of Sennacherib (704-681
BC), the name of Parsua (here as Parsuas) is
mentioned in a list of an anti-Assyrian alliance,
next to the southern land of Anshan (KUR.an-
za-an) (Grayson & Novotny, 2012: 182:
Sennacherib 22, v 43b-52a; 199: Sennacherib 23,
v 35-42; 223-224: Sennacherib 34, 44b-47a & 231:
Sennacherib 35. 40'b-43'; and 2014: 194:
Sennacherib 144, 1 3'-7'a & 198-199: Sennacherib
146, 15-16). Then, during the reign of
Ashurbanipal (668-631 BC), Parsumas (instead
of Parsua$), which was another form of the
name of that former land in the Central Zagros,
was described as a remote land beyond Elam
(KUR.ELAM.MA KI) (Novotny & Jeffers, 2018:
307: Ashurbanipal 23: 114-117). In another
inscription, Ashurbanipal mentioned Parsumas
along with Dilmun, which was also a southern

land, and called both of them remote, clearly
indicating the changed location of Parsumas
compared to the time of Sargon II (Novotny et
al., 2023: 111: Ashurbanipal 1013, Obv. 12'). In
non-Assyrian documents, the Babylonian king,
Nabii-na'id (556-539 BC) in one case, referred to
Cyrus II as King of Parsu (mku-ra-48 LUGAL
KUR.par-su), and in another case, as King of
Anshan (mku-ra-48 LUGAL KUR.an-za-an)
(Grayson, 1975: 106 Chronicle 7: ii 15; and
Weisenhduser & Novotny, 2020: 147
Nabonidus 28, i 27 & 153: Nabonidus 29, i 6").
We also know that on a seal known as PFS ID
93*, it is mentioned "Cyrus, the Anshanite, son
of  Teispes" (DISku-raASan-za-an-ir!-ra
DUMU/ se-i8-be-is-na) (Garrison, 2011:
377f.n.2) who chronologically was the same as
Cyrus I, King of Parsuma$ (mku-ra-as
LUGAL/MAN KUR.par-su-ma-as) in
Ashurbanipal's account (Novotny & Jeffers,
2018: 270: Ashurbanipal 12, 7' & 307:
Ashurbanipal 23, 114; Cameron, 1935: 142-179
and Fray, 1994: 112-113; see also Young, 1967).
This issue clearly shows that the people of
Parsumas in South Zagros were the Persians.

Methodology

This research studies the identity, origin, and
political conditions of the Parsuans (People of
Parsua, Parsua$, or Parsumas) in the Central
Zagros by utilizing Mesopotamian written
sources, studying related toponomies and
anthroponyms. The findings are based on the
investigation of Assyrian kings' inscriptions
concerning this land, as well as other sources
from the Neo-Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian
periods.

Discussion

Shalmaneser III announced the existence of 27
kings in the land of Parsua during his reign,
while Samgi-Adad V did not provide any
information about the political situation of this
land. Tiglath-Pileser III's inscriptions contain
significant data on this subject. In an inscription
related to the year 744 BC, Tiglath-Pileser
mentions the arrival of the Assyrian army in the
Kitpatia City (URU ki-it-pa-at-ti-a) in the land
of Bit-Abdadani (KUR.E-ab-da-da-ni) and its
plunder. This region was previously occupied
by Tunaku (mtu-na-ku). Furthermore, Tiglath-
Pileser’'s advance towards the Nikur City
(URU.ni-kur) in Parsua, also known as the
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fortified city of Tunaku, led to Tunaku fleeing
from this land and abandoning his territory.
The king of Assyria reported that he burned
Nikur, and then rebuilt it along with the
surrounding cities, settling people from other
lands there. This disturbance in the population
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composition had a lasting impact. In the end,
the Assyrians appointed one of his eunuchs as
the governor (LU.EN.NAM) there (Tadmor &
Yamada, 2011: 29: Tigl. II1 6, 7- 10b & 31: Tigl. III
7, 3b-6a). Consequently, Parsua lost its political
independence (Radner, 2006: 57).
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Figure 1: The location of the Land of Parsua (Parsu, Parsua$ or Parsumas) among its neighbors in the Central

The new situation of Parsua continued
during the reign of Sargon II. With the rise of
this Assyrian king, the pressure on the western
regions of the Iranian plateau increased. Sargon
spoke of his dominance over Parsua (Parsuas or
Parsumas ) and its neighbors, plundering them,
taking tribute from them, and, according to
some sources, appointing a number of puppet
rulers (Frame, 2021: 56: Sargon 11 1, 10-12a; 226:
Sargon II 43, 14-16; 280-281: Sargon II 65, 38b-
41; 341: Sargon II 76, 7'-10'a; 413: Sargon 105, i
8'-13' & 471: Sargon 11 129, 14-18a).

Sargon also added some cities from the land
Niksamma (KUR.ni-ik-sa-am-ma) to Parsua,
considering them as Assyrian territory during
this period (Ibid: 60: Sargon II 1, 92-93; 126:
Sargon 4, 38'-39,; & 144: Sargon 7, 58).

Zagros.

Considering Parsua as the center land for
receiving tributes from the surrounding lands
(Ibid: 281: Sargon 65, 41-50) indicates its
significance to Sargon. This circumstance may
be attributed to Parsua's geographical location.
Moreover, according to a section of inscription
65, Sargon explicitly appointed his puppet ruler
in Parsua/Parsua$ as the overseer of the two
cities Appatar (URU.ap-pa-tar) and Kitpat
(URU ki-it-pat-a-a) near the land of Gizilbunda
(KUR. gi-zi-il-bu-un-da) (Ibid: 282-283: Sargon
65, 70-73). In addition to the aforementioned
information, attention should be given to a non-
royal text from the time of Sargon II, which
entails a request from the governor of the city of
Parsua to the Assyrian king for the loan of 50
cavalry. This document unequivocally indicates



Firouzi, S. (2024). Payam-e Bastanshenas, 15(29)

that Parsua was under complete Assyrian
control during this period (Kwasman &
Parpola, 1991: 33).

As mentioned in the introduction, according
to some inscriptions of Sennacherib, belonging
to 689/690 BC, the name of the land Parsuas has
suddenly been reported in Southern Zagros.
This matter was related to the pressures exerted
by the Assyrians and their puppet rulers on the
people of Parsua in the Central Zagros. It can
indicate the occurrence of a large-scale
population migration between the end of
Sargon's rule in 705 BC and the beginning of
Sennacherib’s reign around 690 BC. In other
words, there was a significant group migration
of Persians (like the Exodus) within less than
fifteen years.

According to Sennacherib (Grayson &
Novotny, 2012: 182: Sennacherib 22, v 43b-52a;

199: Sennacherib 23, v 35-42; 223-224:
Sennacherib 34, 44b-47a & 231: Sennacherib 35.
40'b-43'; and 2014: 194: Sennacherib 144, i 3'-7'a
& 198-199: Sennacherib 146, 15-16), the first
destination (around Lake Bakhtegan?) was in
the east of Anshan. This suggests that the
migration was done with the full cooperation of
the king of Elam. Particularly considering that
the new Parsua$ / Parsumas was seen as an ally
for the Elamites from that date onwards.
According to Ashurbanipal, Parsumas was
located in the east of Elam (Novotny & Jeffers,
2018: 307: Ashurbanipal 23: 114-117) without
mentioning Anshan (was it captured by the
Persians before that date?). It gives us a clear
understanding that Parsumas was situated in
the east of Tell Malyan (Anshan) and in the
basin of Lake Bakhtegan (Fig. 2).
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Figure 2: the migration route of Parsuans (Persians) from the Central Zagros to Southern Zagros.
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Conclusion

By extracting the data from Mesopotamian
sources related to the first millennium BC,
particularly the inscriptions of the Neo-Assyrian
period, this research examined the name of the
land of Parsua, located in the Central Zagros. It
is noted that Parsua has a genealogical and ethnic
meaning and is unrelated to the geographical
concept of “borderland”. It can also be seen that
in the 8th century BC, Tiglath-Pileser III
mentioned Tunaku, a ruler in Parsua, who held
central authority. However, with the fall of his
rule, the land was completely occupied, resulting
in a change in its government structure. After
this ruler and After the defeat of Tunaku in
territorial expansion towards Bit-Abdadani, the
administration of Parsua fell into the hands of
Assyrian puppet rulers, who had limited military
power. Additionally, the Assyrians resettled
people from other lands, which led to a change
in the previous demographic composition of
Parsua and the creation of a heterogeneous state.
These actions were probably done to spread
ethnic conflicts and weaken the position of the
indigenous people of Parsua. After about forty to
forty-five years, the pressures caused by this new
situation led to the large-scale migration of the
Parsua people to the south of the Iranian plateau,
around Lake Bakhtegan. This event, the Persian
Exodus, can be attributed to Achaemenes, the
leader of this significant migration. It can be also
regarded as one of the largest population
movements in the region during the Iron Age.
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