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Foundations of the legitimacy of government and the status of people in the
political tradition of Imam Ali (AS)

Saber Adak, Ph. D*

Abstract

The foundations of the legitimacy of government and the role of the people in
the selection and deposing of rulers are some of the topics that have become one
of the concerns of religious scholars and political science scholars in our period,
and a lot of works have been done about this. This topic is especially important
in religious societies, and research on it has been the solution of many social
and political problems. Among the Muslim rulers, Imam Ali (AS) is one of the
few rulers who came to rule with the request and satisfaction of the majority of
the people and in a transparent process. He considered people to be the real
owner of the government, and in his words he always emphasized that the
government is the right of the people that left to the ruler by them. He
considered the basis of the legitimacy of the government to be public
satisfaction and during his rule, he adhered to this principle. In this article, how
to reach the caliphate of Imam Ali (as) as one of the famous and respected
personalities of the Islamic world and as well as the role of the people in his
political tradition has been studied.
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